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Russian Superstitions

In Russian 5 you will learn about some common
Russian superstitions. Russian people are often
superstitious, believing in both good and bad
omens. There are many common superstitions,
some seemingly unreasonable and even absurd.
Nevertheless, Russians take them seriously.

One of such superstitions is that it is bad luck to
return home once you have left the house. If you
suddenly realize you forgot something and have
to go back home to get it, it's considered bad luck
to do so. If you absolutely have to, it is said that
looking at your reflection and smiling or sticking out
your tongue will scare off the bad luck.

Some superstitions are more logical and helpful.
One of them is to sit down right before a trip, called
"sitting for the road.” Just when your luggage is
all packed and you're ready to step outside, you
should sit down and stay silent for a moment. It's
a good way to slow down to gather your thoughts
and make sure you've got everything necessary for
your trip.

Another Russian superstition is about congratu-
lating someone or celebrating someone's birthday.
It's considered to be a bad omen if someone wishes
you a happy birthday a day early. Russians also
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avoid throwing any birthday celebrations before the
actual date. The same goes for celebrating a baby
who is not born yet. There is no such thing as a baby
shower in Russia.

People also say that it's a good omen when it
rains on your wedding day. If it rains, it is said that
the newlyweds will have a happy life together.
The same is said about broken glass. It's become
a tradition for the bride and groom to break their
champagne glasses after the first toast.

It seems that there's a superstition for every
situation in Russia. Some of them are more common
and are well known, others are specific to certain
areas or families. Being familiar with some of them
might save you from an awkward or confusing
situation and will certainly demonstrate your
knowledge of Russian culture.

Cyrillic Alphabet

As you learned in previous levels, the Cyrillic
alphabet is composed of 33 letters. They're listed in
order on page 4, along with a guide to the sounds
represented by each letter. Many Russian letters
(mostly vowels, but also some consonants) have
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more than one sound, depending on the amount of
stress given to the letter or its position in the word.
The examples listed in the "Guide to Pronunciation”
are approximate English equivalents—as in any
language, the pronunciations will vary slightly in
different letter combinations.

You should also remember that these pronuncia-
tions should only be taken as guidelines. It's best to
learn and practice the pronunciations that you hear
the speakers use, trying to make yours sound as
close as possible to theirs, rather than worrying too
much about the English equivalents.

Reading Lessons

The twenty Reading Lessons in Russian Level 5
tell a story, «O6paTHO K ucTUHe» ("Back to Roots")
which will provide practice in reading and expand
your vocabulary. You will recognize some of the
grammatical points and structures, as well as many
idiomatic expressions that you have learned in this
and previous Levels. English translation is provided
at the end of the story. Instructions on how to do the
Reading Lessons are contained on the audio.
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Cyrillic Alphabet

Cyrillic Letter
(capital / small)

Guide to Pronunciation

Aa a as in father when stressed; u(h) as in
mumps when unstressed

BE6 b as in bet; p at the end of a word

Be v as in vandal; f at the end of a word

rr g as in gasoline; k at the end of a word;
sometimes v when in "r-o" combination

an d as in deep; t at the end of a word

Ee ye as in yesterday when in the beginning
of the word; e as in ten in all other cases

Ee yo as in yoga when in the beginning of the
word; gno as in gnocchi in all other cases

AOK zh as in the middle of the word treasure

33 Z as in zoo; sometimes s at the end of a
word

Z21% e as in eagle (when stressed); i as in big
when unstressed

Wit y asin yes

Kk k as in Kafka

Nn lasin Lenin

MM m as in Moscow

HH n as in next

Oo o as in more, but shorter (when stressed);

0 as in ostrich (when unstressed);
sometimes uh (when unstressed at the
end of a word)

4
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Cyrillic Letter
(capital / small)

Guide to Pronunciation

Mn p as in Peter
Pp rolled r
Cc sasinso
TT tasintop
Yy oo as in tool
(010 fasin find
Xx aspirated h
Ly, ts combination, as in pits
Yy ch combination, as in cheese
Ll sh as in shoe
Ly longer, softer sh sound
bb hard sign - indicates a slight pause
between syllables
blbl fast euh-ee combination
bb soft sign - makes the preceding letter
"soft" (e.g. p sound in pew.)
23 eh asin extra
FOto yu as in youth when in the beginning of
the word ; fast ee-oo combination, like
-eau- in beauty
Aa ya as in yawn when in the beginning of

the word; i as in liability when unstressed
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Ypok OguH

HakoHeL-TO HaCTynuIo BpeMs KaHUKyn!
Bbl ntobuTe neto?

JleTo — Moé nrobumoe BpemMsa roja.

JleToOM MOofl ceMbsl OTNpPaBAAeTCs B OTNYCK.
A poaunacb u cemyac >kmey B CLLA, ...

a MOM poaMTENN POAMIIUCH U BbIPOCHU
B Poccuwu.

OHM nepeexanu B Hbto-Mopk B
[eBAHOCTbIE rofbl, ...

BO BpeMs pacnaga CoseTtckoro Coro3sa.

Y Hac B Poccuu ocTanmcb POACTBEHHUKM U
61MsKMe Apys3bsa.

Mbl CTapaeMcCd HaBellaTb UX.
{ npoBena He O4HO N1€TO ...

B roCcTaX y Moel 6abylliKku B fepeBHe
non MockBoM.

OTUM 1eTOM Mbl OMeHb XOTUM NpoBeaaThb ...
TETIO AHIO, MaMUHY CecTpy.

HeckonbKo neT Ha3a[ OHa U €€ MYyX ...
CMEHMUJIM MeCTO XXMUTENIbCTBA.

Tenepb OHMU XXMBYT B KannHUHIrpase.

A coBceM HMYEro He 3Hasa NPo 3TOT rOPoOL,.
N a 6bina oveHb yAMBJIEHa, ...

Koraa Hawna KannHuHrpag Ha kapTe.

6
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Ypok Ba

Oka3sbliBaeTcs, 3Ta 061aCTb, Kak ManeHbKMM
OCTPOBOK, ...

HaxXo4MUTCA OTAE/bHO OT OCTa/IbHOM ...
Tepputopumn Poccumckomn Gepgepaumu.
O6nacTb cxkaTa Mexxkay MNonbLien u JIMTBOM.
N oMbliBaeTca BanTUMCKUM MOpeM.

Mosi MaMa paccKkasbiBana, uTo KanmHuHrpag, ...
BHELLHe OT/InYaeTcsa oT POCCUMCKMX TOPOLOB.

Jlo BTopoit MMpOBOM BOMHbI OH ABJIA/ICS
yacTbto [epMaHuu.

TéTa AHa npucbinana HaMm dotorpadum us
KannHuHrpaga.

EcTb TaM cob6opbl B rOTUHECKOM CTHUJIE ...
M CTapble KPenocTu, n HabepesXHble ...
C UBETHbIMM AOMMKAMM M YIOTHbIMU Kade.

KanuMHuHrpaackas o6nacTb B MOEM
BOOBpaXKeHuu ...

BbIMNSAMT YyLecHO!

Mbl BblneTaeM B POCcUIO B KOHLL@ 3TOU HeZenu.

7
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Y Hac, K COXXaneHuto, He NPAMOU PEWC, ...
a c nepecajkou B BapluaBe.

CnaBa bory, Mbl He gonro 6yaeM »aaTb B
asponopTy.

MNofapku U CyBEHMUPbI POAHBIM KYTJ/1EHbI.

Mbl cobpanu yeMopaHbl U FTOTOBbI
OoTnpaBMTbCA B NyTb!
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Ypok Tpu

KanMHWHrpan BCTpeyaeT Hac He O4YeHb
Apy>kentobHo.

MNorona nacMypHas, MAET AOXKAb.

TeéTa AHS 06bACHMUNA, YTO N1€TO Y HUX OBBIYHO
npoxnagHoe.

B nroHe yacTto 06/1a4HO ...

M TeMrnepaTypa OKo10 ABaALLaTU rpalycoB
no Llenbcuto.

370 ceMbaecaT rpagycos no apeHrenTy.
3[eCb TOYHO He TPOMUKHK, noayMana .
Ho, HeCMOTpPSA Ha 3TO, M@CTHbIE XXUTENM ...

nbAT nonexkaTb Ha NAAXe U UCKynaTbca
B Mope.

OHM MPMBBIKIM K TaKOMY KIUMATY.
TéTta AHS C pafoCTbio coobLLMNa HaM, ...

4yTO €€ cocenika paboTaeT B My3ee
MMMaHyuna KaHTa.

N oHa npoBeneT HaM He3abbiBaeMbIM Typ ...

No My3eto 1 No ropoay.
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MMMaHyun KaHT 6bln1 U3BECTHbIM
HeMeLKnM dunocodoM.

OH poamscs B 3TOM ropofe, Torga ato
6bin Kénurcbepr.

OH Hanucaa od4eHb MHOTO KHMUT, ...
6bln TaNaHTAMBbIM NPOGECCoPOM, ...
BHEC BonblLUOM BKaA B o6pa3oBaHme.

OH NPO>XXKU1 BCHO >)KN3Hb 34€Cb N NMOXOPOHEH
34eCb >Ke.

10
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Ypok YeTbipe

Y Moel TéTK eCTb CbIH, MO POBECHMUK.
Mbl BUOENUCb B NOC/NeaHUM pas, ...
Koraa bl COBCEM MasieHbKUMMU.

BaguM yunTCca B TEXHUYECKOM YHUBEPCUTETE
KannHuHrpaga.

OH obelan MHe nokasaTb X YHMBEPCUTET, ...
M NO3HAKOMUTb MEHS C €ro APpYy3bAMMU.

MHe o4yeHb No6OMNbITHO Kakas OHa, ...
cTypeH4yeckas XX13Hb B Poccuu.

Kak npMATHO HaBECTUTb POAHbIX!

BpeMsa y>Xu1Ha, BCe cyeTaTcA.

Mos MaMa 1 TéTa AHS HaKpPbIBaKOT Ha CTO.

B Bo3ayxe apoMaT 3ane4Y€HHOM C
a610KkaMu KypuLbl.

My>KYMHbI y>Ke CUAAT 33 CTO/IOM C BHJIKAMM
B pyKax.

OHM BCerga rotosbl BKYCHO NnoecCTb.

Hawin MaMbl OT/IMHHO FrOTOBSAT.

N
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16.  MHe 6bl TOXXe Ha[0 Hay4YUTbCS.

17. Tocne y>XMHa Mbl NbEM Yal c KOHpeTaMy,
pa3roBapMBaeM.

18. PoamMTenu BCMOMMUHAIOT AeTCTBO, ...

19. 06umMx 3HaKOMbIX, KTO U rae cenyac.
OHM B34bIXAlOT, ...

20. noToM cMerTCH, a A Habnoaato 33 HUMU C
yNbIGKOM.

12
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Ypok MNatb

Ha 3T1X BbIXO4HbIX MO MPOrHO3Y ...
LOJI>KHa 6bITb OT/IMYHAA Noroaa.
Aana Bonoasa npefnoXxXuna cbe3gnTb ...
B 3enieHorpaack Ha napy AHen.

STO TUXMM MPUMOPCKUU TOPOAOK ...
OKOJI0 Yaca e34bl oT KannHuHrpaga.

fopon — KypopT, uaeasbHoe MecTo
D19 CMOKOMHOTO, ...

ceMenHOro oTAbixa. Bblio peLlueHo ...

apeHaoBaTb He6OoNbLIOM JOM Hejaneko
oT 6bepera.

A no popore B 3esieHOrpasck,
Mbl 3aNJIaHUPOBANH ...

3aexaTb B HauMOHabHbIW NapK
Kypuwickas koca.

OH BKJTFOYEH B CMMCOK NaMATHMKOB
npuponbl KOHECKO.

A yntana, Yto KypLUCKYtO KOCY Ha3blBatoT
«ATUYUN MOCT».

13
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Mo HeEMY NPOXOAUT APEBHMM NyTb NTUL, ...

MUTPUPYIOLLIMX C CeBepa Ha or.

B napkKke MO>XKHO yBHUAETb N NecHaHble AKHDbI ...

M XBOMHbIE Neca.
3TO OAUH U3 CaMbIX MaNEHbKMUX, ...

M oagHoBpeMeHHO OAUH U3 CaMbliX
noceuwlaeMbix ...

HaUMOHabHbIX MapKkoB Poccuu.

14



10.
11.

12.

13.

Russian 5

Ypok LlecTtb

KTo-TO HaM cka3sas, YTO Hefasieko OT napka ...
€CTb NpeKpacHbIM, YyeAUHEHHbIM NISX.

JleHb cerofHsa T€nbli, COTHEYHbIN, HU
ob6nayka B Hebe!

Cnepaytollas ocTaHoBKa — NAsaxX Ha bepery
BanTumckoro Mops.

Mbl He cpa3sy Halu/Iu 3TO MecCTO, ...
nas>k 6yaTo 6bl NpATaNca OoT NoceTUTENeN.

Mbl LONTO NAyTanu No y3Kom NpoCenoYHoM
gopore ...

M HaKOHeLl, BbleXaJin K 6epery.

BOT Mbl C pafoCTbto 6eXXuM ¢ BaguMoM
K BOZE ...

M C TOJTIOBOM OKYHaAeMCS B XOJIOAHYHO BOLY.

Mbl L,OBOJ/IbHbIE BbINOM3aeM M3 BO/bI
U BUOMUM ...

HalUWX poauTenen c 3abaBHbIM,
TPEBOXHbIM U ...

KaKUM-TO HEJTOBKMM Bblpa>kKeHneM unLua.

15
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OHM 3a3bIBalOT HAC XecTaMu Kk cebe.

Mbl nepernsgaHynucb ¢ BaguMom, u
nocneLwmnm ...

K HMM HaBCTpe4dy. M Tonbko cenyac
Mbl MOHANM ...

NPUYUHY UX CTPAHHOIoC noBegeHum4d.

Bce oTabixatoLme Ha nasyke 6biim
COBEpPLUeHHO ronble!

370 oKasanca HYAMCTCKMM Nasxk!

Mo popore Ha ApyroM Nias>x Mbl BCe
LPY>XHO CMef/IUCh.

16
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Ypok CeMb

CerofHsa AeHb POXAeHMS Yy MOoero nanoil.
Mbl MOATrOTOBMIN eMy Ctopnpu3!

OH o4eHb IOUT pbibaumnTs, ...

n 3necb, B BanTUMCKOM Mope, NOBAT TPecky.

Okasanocb, Typ MOPCKOM pblbanku —
pacnpoCcTpaHEéHHOoe YA0BO/IbCTBME.

MbI 3aka3anm 60/bLLIOM KaTep C ABYMS
KaroTaMU U ...

KYXOHHbIM 060opyAoBaHUEM.
SKkuMnaxk BblAasl HAM CHaCTM M MoKa3aJ/l HaM ...

KaK NpaBM/IbHO JIOBUTb 3Ty BOMbLLYIO,
XULLHYIO PbIbYy.

370 6bIN10 HE NPocTo!

MbI C a3apTOM MOrpy3mUanch B npouecc ...

M CKOPO Yy Hac 6bl/l NepBbIN yios!

Mane nonanacb TPEXKMIOrpaMMoOBas Tpecka.
A notoM novman pbiby n gana Bonoas.

KanuTaH y Hac 6bln OT/IMYHbIN, 3HAN
npaBu/ibHble MecCTa, ...

17
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4YTOObl Mbl TOYHO HE C NYCTbIMU
pyKaMu yexanu.

TaM >Ke Ha KaTepe akKunaxk pasgenan ...

NOMMaHHYO HaMu pbIby ...
M Mbl 3a)kKapu/in €€ Ha rpue.

BblI10 HEBEPOATHO BKYCHO!

18
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Ypok BoceMb

MbI NpeKkpacHO NpoBeU Bpems ...

B KOMMaHUM T€TU AHU, Aaam Bonoau
n Baguma.

bblno 3aMevyaTeNnbHO NOCMOTPETD ...

KanuMHuHrpaackyto ob61acTb, yBUAETb
cTapbii ropog, ...

y3HaTb €ro MCTopuio. A rnasHoe, ...

noobuiatbcs ¢ poaHbiMu! OHM noobelanu ...

npuexaTtb B CNeAyoLleM rogy K HaM B
Hbto Mopk.

3aBTpa Mbl Bbl1IeTaeM B Mockay, ...

TaM Mbl BCTPETUM MO0 6abyLiiKy.

OHa Hac byneT 6ecnpepbIBHO KOPMUTD.
OTOOXHEM B fepeBHe, MU HabepéM Bec.
MoToM MaMa ByaeT »kanoBaTbcs, ...

YTO BCE LUTaHbl CTa/M MaSleHbKMMMU.

A g c ynoBonbCTBMEM noenato 6abyLKMHbI
NMUPOXKKM.

OHa 1x genaeT MbIWHbIMMU, ...

19
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C KapTOLLUKOM, C KanycToM, a eLLé Cc rpnubamu.
A npornaTbiBato UX OAMH 32 LPYIUM.

B nepeBHe efa Ka)keTca TakoM BKYCHOM!
OTO NOTOMY, YTO NPOAYKTbI CBEXMUE ...

M MOTOMY, YTO 3TO H6abyllKka Tak BOJILLEBHO
FOTOBMUT.

20
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Ypok OeBatb

PoacTBEHHUKM CO CTOPOHbI MOero nanbl ...

XMBYT B KpacHofape. dTo ropof Ha
tore Poccuu.

OH HaxoAMUTCA B NATHU Yacax e3/bl OT, ...
M3BECTHOro Ternepb BceM ropoaa, Coum.
MMeHHO TaM npoxoauna 3umMHas OnmuMnuaga ...
B [1B€ TbICAYM YeTbIpHaALaTOM roay.

B KpacHogape MArkui, Tensbli KIUMMar, ...
IJIMHHOE N1eTO U KOpOoTKasa 3uMa.

Fopoa CnaBMTCA BE@YHO3ENE€HbIMU NapKaMu
M CKBEpaMM.

Mos aBolopoaHas cecTpa, ...

B 9TOM MecsLe BbIXOAMT 3aMyX.

Hala ceMbs 6bi1a npurialieHa Ha ceaaboy.
MNMoaToMy Mbl cenyac B KpacHogape.

Hac cHOBa 0YeHb XOPOLLO BCTPEYaloT, ...
HecMoTpSA Ha cBagebHylo cyeTy.

TaHsA rOBOPMT, OHU HUYEro He ycrnesatoT!

21
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B nocnegHni MOMEHT YTO-TO C/Iy4MJIOCh C
doTorpadom, ...

M HY>KHO CPOYHO HaMTU eMy 3aMeHy.

MamMa HeBecTbl, T€T4 [alua, oYeHb
nepexxuBaer.

OHa roBopMT, cBagbba — H6o/iblLOE cHacTbe,
M 6oNbLLIOK CTpecc.

22
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Ypok Oecatb

A 6bi/1a He yBepeHa, Yero oXxuaaTtb B AeHb
cBafbbbl.

1 HuKorna He 6bina Ha ceagbbe B Poccum.

OKa3bIBaeTCF|, OTMe4aloT 34eCb BeCb AeHb U
BCHO HO4b.

YacTo npogosikatoT oTMevaTb M Ha
cnenyroLlmn aeHb.

Bcé Havyanocb yTpoM C Bblkyna HEBECTbI.

OB6bIYHO XXEHMUX NpUesKaeT co
CBOMMMU LPY3bAMMU ...

3a HEBECTOM K HEM JOMOM, rAe oHa ...

ofeBaeTCs U TOTOBMUTCSA K TOP>K@CTBEHHOMY
OHtO.

Mnagluune cécTpbl, 6paTbs, NIEMAHHUKM ...

W opyrue poACTBEHHMKM, 0€TCKOro
BO3pacTa, ...

a Tak>kKe 4acTo Noapy>KKM HEBeCTbl ...
NoOXKMAAIOT XXEHUXa Yy BXOAA ...

M HE MPOMNycKatoT ero K HeM.

23
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3a KaXKAble HeCKOJIbKO LLAarosB, OH LOJIKEH ...

NoAC/iacTUTb aeten nmbo koHdeTaMu, TMb6o
MeJIoYblO, ...

a nojgpy>xek upetaMm U1 LaMnaHCKUM.
Tak NpOCTO HEBECTY OHU HE OTAAKOT ...
a 3aCTaB/1AIOT >)KeHMXa NOTPYAUTbLCH, ...

M NokasaTb, YTO eMy HMYEro He »asiko
oTaaTb paau NtoO6MMON.

A1, KOHEYHO e, Noy4YacTBOBasa B
3TOM Tpaamumm!
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Ypok OguHHaguaTb

Peructpauunsa 6paka B Poccum npoxoamT ...
B LEHTpa/bHOM roOpOACKOM YyYpeXkaeHUU.
370 6bICTPad popManbHasa LEePEMOHMUS.
HekoTopble napbl BbIBUpPaALOT ...

ellé n obBeHYaTbCs B LLePKBU.

MHorue roctu npuHecnmu TaHe LBETbI.

MNocne perncTpaumnmn Bce 6pocunnch
no3ApaBffATh ...

>KeEHUXa U HeEBECTY, U 3aBa/IM/IN UX uBeTamu!

Cemnyac Mbl AJIMHHbIM cBafebHbIM
KOpTeXeM efeM ...

B ropoAckol ckBep Ha ¢oTO ceccuto.

Bo rnaBe KOMOHHbI IMMY3UH C )KEHUXOM
M HEBECTOM.

OH yKpalleH uBeTaMu, M Ha KpblLle aMbnema ...
CO CKpeLLLeHHbIMM 0bpyYanibHbIMU KOMbLAMM.
3a HUM TAHEeTCS BepeHMLa MaLlLMUH C FOCTAMM.

MHoOrme ykpacuam CBOM MallMHbI LLapaMu.

25
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Mbl TO>Xe 3aBS3a/1M JI@EHTOUKHU U Lapbl Ha ...

H6oKOBbIe 3epKasia 1 PyYKku ABEpPen.

Bce HaxoaaTca B Npa3iHUYHOM HaCTPOGHMMH, ...

FPOMKO CUTrHaNAT, YTO6bl ONOBECTUTb
OKpPY>KatoLLUX ...

O paaoOCTHOM cobbIThM.
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Ypok [lBeHaguaTb

HakoHel, -To BCe cobpanmch B
HaHKeTHOM 3ane.

Ha cTtonax uszobunue enpl, 3aKyckmu u
cnupTHOE.

BEb1710 BbIGPAHO KPacUBOE MECTO C
BepaHAoM.

focTtu MOTYT BbIMTHU noabilaTb CBE>XXMM
BO34YXOM U ...

nontob6oBaTbCs BUAOM Ha NPYya.
B Poccuu nrobaTt HaHMMaTb npodeccroHana ...
pa3BfiekaTb rocTeMn — TaMagy.

OH, KaK BefyLLuni pasBreKaTesibHOM
nporpamMmbl, —

npenno>knn I'IepBbIl‘;I TOCT poamUTeENAaM
HeBeCTbl.

Mocne aToro ewé 6bI/10 04eHb MHOIO TOCTOB!
A elLé Mbl MHOTO Pas3 BbIKPUKMBaANU, «FOpbKO!»

[Mpn 9TOM XKEHUX M HEBECTA A0J/I>KHbI
nouenosaTtbcs, ...
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YTOObl CMEHUTb «FOPbKO» Ha
cnagkum nouenym.

TaMapga nposoamn 3abaBHbie UrpPbl
C rOCTAMMU, ...

Obl/1M NeCHU U TaHLbl, Mbl OT AYLLMW
BECe/IMNNCDH.

A1 He MOMHIO, KOrAa A CTOMbKO ...
ena 1 TaHLueBasa B CBO@M XXU3HM!

NMoToM 6bi1 OFPOMHbBIN TOPT M MPOAOIKEHME
Becesnbs.

MHoro TPorate/lbHbIX MOME@HTOB.

TéTa [lawa cyacT/MBa, YTO NpasaHMK yaancs.
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Ypok TpuHaguaTtb

A 0,0 CMX NOpP OMNPaBAAOCH ...
nocne Becénon ceagbbobl.
MNMpu3HaTbcH, 3TO 6bi1 04EeHb OJIMHHbBIN AEHb.

OTUM NeToM MHe UCNONHAEeTCa ABajLaTh
oauH roa!

B nomapok s nonpocuna poauTenen
WMCMNOJTHUTD ...

MO€ XKenaHue — COBepPLUUTb Noe3 Ky
Ha KaMyaTky.

OHMU HEMHOIO YOUBUNUCD, ...

HO C PafOCTbiO COMTaCUIUCD.

OHM caMu oYeHb NbBAT NyTellecTBoBaTb.
KaMyaTka — 32TO NOJIyoCTpPOSB ...

Ha JanbHeM BocTtoke Poccuu.

OH HaxogUTCA HEMHOIO ceBepHee ANoHUM.

KaMyaTka — permoH yHuKanbHbIX
NPUPOLHbIX MAPKOB, ...

3anoBeaHUKOB, a TakK>Ke ByJIKaHOB.

Nx HacuYMTbIBaeTCA 34ecb 60/iblie TPEXCOT, ...
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M3 HMX OT ABajLaTM BOCbMMU [0
TPUALATU LLECTM ...

CUYMTatOTCHA aKTUBHbIMM.
B npowusioM roay s yeneknacb dotorpaduen.

A B 3Ty noesaKy ey C HOBbIM
doToannapaToMm.

KaMyaTka — nageasnbHoe MeCcToO
Ansa $oToOOXOThl.
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Ypok YeTbipHaauaTb

MNepeneéTt n3 KpacHopapa Ha KamMyaTky ...
6bl1N1 MyYUTENIbHO OO/ITUM.

Pa3HMLa BO BpeMeHM [eBATb 4YacoB.
YTpeHHUM Bo3ayx 6blin ...

TakoM CBEXWUM U NpoxXNafHbIM, ...

cpa3sy 3aXx0TeNl0oCb XOPOLLUO NepeKkyCUTDb, ...
M B306paTbCsa Ha Kakyto-HUMOYAb BEPLLMHY.
Mbl y>xKe 3Hanu, 4To KaM4yaTCKUM PErUoH ...
6orat focTonpuMeYaTe/IbHOCTAMM ...

M BCE MOCMOTPETb Mbl HE yCreeM.

Ha ceMeltHoM coBeTe 6b1/10 peLleHo ...
obsa3aTeslbHO B3OMTH Ha BYy/IKaHblI, ...

M CMNaBUTbCS NO PeKe U YBUAETb MeaBefeH, ...
KOTOpble B 3TOM permoHe xo3siesa.
OHM nepebupatotcsa 6mxe K 03€paM ...
BO BpeMs HepecTa /10cocH.

MMeHHO Torga Mo>KHO Ha AOCTaTOYHO
6/IM3KOM PACCTOAHUM ...

paccMoTpeTb MeJBenel 1 caenaTh ...
HeCKOJIbKO KaApOB KPYMNHbIM MaaHOM.

B oTIM4MKM OT MeHA, MaMa He B BOCTopre oT
3TOM Uaen.
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Ypok MNatHaauatb

CerofHsa Mbl BblBUraeMcs Ha Hally
NepBYyO 3KCKYPCHUIO.

370 BEPTONETHAA SKCKYPCHUS B
nonuHy [e3epos..

3Ta Mog nepeas noesgka Ha BepPTONETe.
Y MeHs 3axBaTbiBaeT ayx!

Bca aTta gukaa kpacota KaMyaTku.

Mbl coBepluaeM o6NeT ...

OBYX aKTUBHbIX BY/IKAHOB, ...

M3 KOTOPbIX B34bIMaeTCs ObIMOK.
YyBCTBYeTCH pe3KkuMi 3anax cepbl.

Ckopo nocajka, a gasblie neluexoaHas
3KCKYPCHKSA NO OOJIMHE.

MaMa pana novyysCTBOBaTb ONATb 3€M/11O
noa Horamu.

EM B nonéTe 6b1710 He no cebe.

MNocne HeCKosIbKMX YacoB NOAbEMOB
M CMYCKOB, ...

Mbl 6bIM BO3Harpa><geHbil ...
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KynaHmem B ropayvmnx MCTOYHUKaX.

34ecb B fonmnHe 6osblloe KOJIMYEeCTBO
MUHepanbHbIX MICTOYHMKOB.

OHu o6nap,a+0T BbICOKMMU KOHLUEHTPaALUUAMMU ...

BUONOrUYeCcKM akTUBHbIX KOMMNOHEeHTOB, ...
"M UMEeIOT pa3/iInvHble u,ene6Hb|e CBOMCTBA.

CupeTb B ropsiuen Boje Ha npupose
oyeHb paccnabnser.
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Ypok LLlecTHaguaTb
1. KaMyaTka He nepecTaéT HacC yAMBNATb.
CeropgHa HaM NpenCcTOMUT gerycraumsa nkpbl ...

NsITU BUOOB TUXOOKEaHCKMX JTIOCOCEMN.

> W

MbI y3Hanu, YTO ANOHCKas M
KopencKkasa KyxHM ...

w

OYeHb NONyNAPHbI CPeaM XXUTENIEN
NonyoCcTpoOBa.

KyXHS KOpeHHbIX HapOo OB, ...
BeCcbMa Heobbl4YHa.

MN3-3a nepeMquMBoﬁ noroabl ...

© o N o

N reorpadmMyYecKoro pacrnonoxeHms
PeruoHa, ...

10. 3TW HapoAbl BbIHY>XAEHbl 6bLIM C
LPEeBHMX BPEMEH ...

11. npuberaTb K caMbIM HECTaHAAPTHbIM
MHIrpeaANeHTaM ...

12.  u cnocobaM NPUroTOBNEHUS MULLM.
13.  HaM He Bcé yganocb nonpoboeaTh, ...

14. a4TO-TO Mbl HE pelmnIncb NpoboBaTh.
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HanpuMep, KpOBSIHOW Cyn, MefBeXXbe cano ...
MM 6100 M3 TPpebyxu oneHs.

KoHe4HO, oueHb nonynapHa pbiba.

ApoMaT M anneTUTHbIM BUI KOKOSbI, ...

9TO BAJIEHbIN JTIOCOCh, HE 4acCT BaM
NPONTU MUMO, ...

€C/M Bbl PeLUMUIN 3aCKOYUTb Ha PbIOHbIM
PbIHOK.
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Ypok CeMHaguaTb

CerogHsa 4eTBEPTbIN AeHb HaLLero
npebbiBaHUA Ha KaMyaTke.

Byepa Mbl BECb fieHb NPOBE/IU Ha NOAKE ...
CcnnaBnfAfACh Mo peke, HOYeBasM B NanaTke.
A npocHynacb, 1 NoHsaNa, ...

4YTO Y MeHfl Bbicokas TeMnepaTypa.

Y MeHs 60/IUT rop/io U CUSIbHAS
ronosHas 60/b.

Kak >ke s HekcTaTh 3abonenal!
MaMa Tenepb CTpaLLHO Nepe>kmBaerT.

HaBepHoe, 9 NpocTbINa, Tak Kak
npoMokJsia BYepa.

MeHs ca)katoT y KOCTpa, ...

Ha/IMBalOT ropaAYen PbIGHOM NOXNEDBKM.
Haw rng cobpan MecTHble TpaBbl U ...
3aBapM/l MHE C HUMM YaM.

ECTb y HEro 1 MeCTHbIM MEf,

A TYyT >Ke 3acbinaro Ha COJIHbILUKE ...
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noa NecCHyr TULLKMHY, XXY>XKOKaHNe
HaCeKOMbIX, ...

YMPHUKaHbe NTUL, POKOT PEKM.

CHATCA MHe cnagKue CHbl, 9 napko
B BO3YXE, ...

nposietad Hag KannMHUHrpagoM, 3atem
KpacHogapoM.

OTKpblBato rnasa, BUXXy Hebo 1 3B€3/bl.
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Ypok BoceMHapuaTtb

KaHuKynbl NOAXOAAT K KOHLY.
CerozHs Mbl NPOBeE€M AEeHb B ropoje, ...

MNMeTponaBnoBck-KaMyaTCcKmi — cToNmua
oKpyra.

370T AeHb 6biN OTBEeAEH ANa cO60pPOB, ...

MOKYMKM CYBEHUPOB M OTAbIXa Nepes,
nepenéTom.

N3 CyBEHUPOB KYNMUM HEMHOIO
KpacHOM UKPBbI.

YexaTb ¢ KaM4aTKM U HE B3ATb MKPbI, 9TO
byneTt noteps.

Mana oYeHb X04eT B3ATb KOMYEHOM PbIbbI.
Ho oo AMepUKM Mbl TOYHO €€ He IOBE3EM.
O6paTHO Mbl NeTUM Yepe3 MocCKkBY ...

M OCTaHOBMMCSH Yy Moen 6abLUKmM
nepeHo4eBaTb.

A g xotena 6bl KynuTb cebe Ha NaMAThb ...
noAenku U3 gepesa OT MeCTHbIX YMe/bL,EB.

MaMa HanoMHMMIa MHe, YTO Halla cocefKa ...
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Npocuia NPMBE3TU el YTO-HUBYb BKYCHOE.
MoskeT 6bITb LOKONaAHbIX KOHbeT?
A1 cama 6bl He oTKasanacb OT Lwokonaga!

Babylika noobelana MHe Ha AeHb
POXAEHUS ...

ncnevyb Mom NHOOGMMbIN LLOKONAAHbIM TOPT ...

C ArogaMm no eé ceKpeTHOMy peLenTy.
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Ypok [eBaTHaguaTb

Mbl B POCCHUM y>Ke NOYTHU MecSLl.
A nyMana, s 6yay ckyyaTb Mo APY3bAaM, ...
no AOMY M MO CBOUM NPUBbIYKAM.

Ho Halua noesgka okasasnacb TakoM
HaCbILLEHHOM ...

4YTO MHe Hekoraa 6bio ...

3a/lyMaTbCS M 3arpyCTHUTb.

Bcé aTo BpeMs s pa3aroBapmBato Ha PYCCKOM.
A1 oueHb 6arogapHa CBOMM POOMUTENAM ...

3a TO, YTO OHM TEPMENIMBO YYUU
MeHS A3blIKY.

PoamBLLMCb B AMepuKe U HaxOA4ACb B cpeje, ...
roe BCe roBOPSAT Ha aHIIMMCKOM, ...
M OCOBEHHO B LLKOME, O4EHb CIIOXKHO ...

MOTUBMUPOBaTb pebEHKa roBOPMUTbL Ha
LPYroMm ga3bike.

Ho oHM Bcerpa pa3roBapuBany CO MHOM ...

TOJ/IbKO Ha PYCCKOM.
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MHorga 3acTaBnisi/iM MeHs YnMTaTb
PYyCCKME KHUTU.

TofnbKO cenyac, s No-HaCTOALLEMY LIEHIO 3TO.
Be3 3HaHMa A3bika, 9 He cMorna 6bi ...
TaKk NpocTo obliaTbca co cBoen 6abyLikou, ...

M y3HaTb CTOJIbKO BCero o Poccuu.
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Ypok Baguatb

Mbl HaKOHeL-TO AOoMa M AeHb 33 AHEM ...
npuBbIKaeM K cyeTe Hbto Mopka.

CTOMT NPOCTO HEBbIHOCUMASA AYXOTa, ...
BO34YX KaXkeTCH TakKMM TAXKENbIM.

Mo doToannapaT XXAET Koraa >ke A HakoHel, ...
nepemMelly ¢otorpadum Ha KOMMNbLOTEP.
MX NoNy4YmMnoch CBbiLLE TPEX Tbicay!
CerofHs Be4epoM f NNaHUPYO 3aHATLCS ...

UX COPTUPOBKOM M BbIGpPaTh caMble
nydJlime ana anbboma.

ByfeT odeHb 3,0pOBO Hamne4vaTaTb
doTorpadum ...

Ha KOTOpPbIX 3ane4aT/ieHbl CHaCT/IMBble
MOMEHTbI.

A TaK>)ke HeBepOSITHble MecCTa, ...
B KOTOPbIX Mbl Mo6blBanu.
1 yBepeHa, 4TO MoS MaMa ...

ByneT npocMaTpMBaTb €ro, Korga em
FPYCTHO, ...
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M 3TO ByaeT NoAHMMaTb €M HaCTpPOeHMe.

A1 HaperCb, y MOMX By AyLIMX AETEN TOXE ...

OyneT BO3MOXXHOCTb NnyTeLlecTBoBaTb
B Poccuto.

MycTb 3TOT aNIbbOM ...

6yneT UM BAOXHOBEHUEM.
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Lesson One

Finally came the time of school vacation!
Do you love summer?
Summer is my favorite time of the year.

In the summer my family sets out on (a)
vacation trip.

| was born and now live in USA, ...

and my parents were born and grew up
in Russia.

They moved to New York in the nineties, ...
at the time of the collapse of the Soviet Union.

We have relatives and close friends who
remained in Russia.

We try to visit them.
| spent not (just) one summer ...

visiting at my grandmother's in a village
near Moscow.

This summer we very much want to call on ...
Aunt Anya, (my) mom's sister.

Several years ago she and her husband ...
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changed (their) place of residence.

Now they live in Kaliningrad.

| did not know anything at all about this city.
And | was very intrigued [lit. surprised], ...

when (I) found Kaliningrad on the map.
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Lesson Two

Turns out this district, like a small island ...
is situated separately from the rest ...
of the territory of the Russian Federation.

The district is squeezed between Poland
and Lithuania.

And is washed by the Baltic Sea.
My mom said that Kaliningrad ...

appearance-wise is different from
Russian cities.

Before World War Il it used to be part
of Germany.

Aunt Anya sent us pictures from Kaliningrad.

There are cathedrals in the Gothic style
over there, ...

and old forts, and sea boardwalks ...
with colorful little houses and cozy cafes.
(The) Kaliningrad district in my imagination ...

looks wonderful!
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We are flying out to Russia in the end of
this week.

We, unfortunately, don't have a direct flight ...
but (one) with (a) stopover in Warsaw.

Thank God, we won't wait for too long at
the airport.

Presents and souvenirs for relatives
are bought.

We packed the suitcases up and are ready to
go [lit. depart] on our way!
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Lesson Three

Kaliningrad is meeting us in a not very friendly
way.

The weather is gloomy, it's raining.

Aunt Anya explained that their summer is
usually cool.

In June it's often cloudy ...

and the temperature is about twenty degrees
in Celsius.

That is seventy degrees in Fahrenheit.

It's for sure not the tropics here, | thought.
But, despite that, local residents ...

love to lie on the beach and swim in the sea.
They are accustomed to such climate.

Aunt Anya with joy informed us ...

that her neighbor works at the Museum of
Immanuel Kant.

And she will take us on an unforgettable tour ...

around the museum and around the city.
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Immanuel Kant was a famous German
philosopher.

He was born in this city, (back) then it was
Konigsberg.

He wrote a lot of books ...
was a talented professor, ...
made big contribution to education.

He has lived his whole life here and was
buried here as well.
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Lesson Four

My aunt has a son, of my age.
We saw each other last time ...
when (we) were quite little.

Vadim is studying at technical university
of Kaliningrad.

He promised me to show their university, ...
and to introduce me to his friends.

I'm very curious what it's like, ...

student life in Russia.

How pleasant (it is) to visit relatives!

It's time for dinner, (and) everyone is
fussing around.

My mom and Aunt Anya are setting the table.

In the air is aroma of roasted-with-apples
chicken.

The men are already sitting at the table with
forks in their hands.

They are always ready to have a tasty meal.

Our moms cook excellently.
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| should learn too.

After dinner we drink tea with candies,
and talk.

Parents are reminiscing of their childhood, ...

of common friends, who is where now.
They sigh, ...

then laugh, and I'm observing them with
a smile.
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Lesson Five

This weekend according to the forecast ...
should be excellent weather.

Uncle Volodia suggested going ...

to Zelenogradsk for a couple days.

It's a quiet seaside town ...

approximately an hour drive from Kaliningrad.

(It's a) resort city, an ideal place for
a relaxing, ...

family vacation [lit. rest]. It was decided ...
to rent not a big house not far from the shore.

And on the way to Zelenogradsk, we
made plans ...

to drive by the national park Curonian Spit.

It is included in the list of UNESCO World
Heritage sites.

| read that Curonian Spit is called
"birds' bridge."

An ancient route of the birds runs here ...

migrating (route) from the North to the South.
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In the park one can see sand dunes ...
and needle-leaved forests.

It is one of the smallest, ...

and at the same time one of the most visited ...

national parks of Russia.
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Lesson Six

Somebody told us that not far from the park ...
there is a wonderful, secluded beach.

The day today is warm, sunny, no cloud in the
sky!

Next stop - the beach on the coast of the
Baltic Sea.

We didn't find this place right away, ...
as if the beach was hiding from visitors.

We were wandering around for a long time
along a narrow village road ...

and finally drove out to the shore.

Here Vadim and | are gladly running towards
the water ...

and diving with our head first into the
cold water.

We are pleased, crawling out of the water
and see ...

our parents with funny, alarmed and ...
somewhat awkward expressions on

(their) faces.
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They are calling us toward them with
gestures.

Vadim and | looked at one another (lit. "We
looked at each other with Vadim")
and hurried ...

towards them. And only now we understood ...
the cause of their strange behavior.

All vacationers at the beach were
absolutely naked!

It turned out to be a nude beach!

On our way to a different beach we were all
laughing in unison.
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Lesson Seven

Today is birthday of my dad.
We prepared a surprise for him!
He very much loves to fish, ...

and here, in the Baltic Sea, (they) catch
cod fish.

Turned out, the tour of sea fishing is a very
common attraction.

We reserved a big motor boat with two
cabins and ...

kitchen equipment.

The crew gave us fishing gear and
showed us ...

how to correctly catch this big, predatory fish.
It was not easy!

We with thrill dove into the process ...

and soon we had the first catch!

My dad got a three kilo cod.

And then uncle Volodia also [lit. and] caught
a fish.

56



15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

Russian 5

We had a perfect captain, who knew all the
right places, ...

so that we, make sure [lit. exactly] don't leave
empty handed.

Right there on the boat the crew prepared ...
the caught by us fish ...
and we roasted it on the grill.

(It) was unbelievably tasty!
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Russian 5

Lesson Eight

We spent time beautifully ...

in the company of Aunt Ania, Uncle Volodia
and Vadim.

(It) was great to check out / have a look at ...
Kaliningrad district, to see the old city;, ...

to find out its history. And the main thing ...
to socialize with relatives! They promised ...
to come visit us next year in New York.
Tomorrow we fly out to Moscow, ...

over there we will visit my grandmother.

She will feed us non-stop.

(We) will relax in the village, and will gain
weight.

Then my mom will complain ...

that all the pants became too small.

But | with pleasure eat grandma's pirozhki.
She makes them fluffy ...

with potatoes, with cabbage, and also with
mushrooms.

| swallow them one after another.

In the village food seems so tasty!

This is because the produce is fresh ...

and because my grandma so magically cooks.
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Lesson Nine

Relatives from my dad's side ...

live in Krasnodar. It's a city in the south
of Russia.

It is situated five hours driving from ...
the famous city to everyone now, Sochi.

Exactly there took place the winter
Olympics ...

in two thousand fourteenth year.
In Krasnodar is mild, warm climate, ...
long summer and short winter.

The city is famous with wonderful, evergreen
parks and public gardens.

My (female) cousin, ...

this month is getting married.

Our family was invited for the wedding.
For that reason we are now in Krasnodar.
We once again are very well hosted, ...

despite wedding fuss.
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Tania says, they are not managing anything in
time!

At the last moment something happened to
the photographer, ...

and it was necessary to urgently find him a
replacement.

The mother of the bride, Aunt Dasha, is
worrying a lot.

She says, a wedding is big happiness and
big stress.
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Lesson Ten

| was not sure what to expect on the day of
the wedding.

I've never been to a wedding in Russia.

Turns out (they) celebrate (it) here all day and
all night.

Often continuing to celebrate the next day too.

Everything started in the morning with
ransom of the bride.

Usually the groom arrives with his friends ...
for his bride to her house, where she is ...
dressing and preparing for celebratory day.
Young sisters, brothers, nephews ...

and other relatives of kids age, ...

and also often girlfriends of the bride ...

are waiting for the groom outside at
the entrance ...

and don't let him in to her.
For every few steps, he has to ...
sweeten the kids with either candies

or change ...
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and girlfriends with flowers or champagne.
They don't simply give away the bride ...
but they make the groom to work hard ...

and show that there's nothing he won't give
away for his beloved.

|, of course, took a part in this tradition!
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Lesson Eleven

Registration of marriage in Russia happens ...
at a central city institution.

It's a quick formal ceremony.

Some couples choose ...

also to wed at a church.

Many guests brought Tania flowers.

After the registration everyone rushed
to congratulate ...

the groom and the bride, and covered them
with flowers!

Now we are driving in a long wedding
procession ...

to a city garden for a photo session.

At the head of the column is the limousine
with the bride and the groom.

It is decorated with flowers, and on the roof is
the emblem ...

of crossed wedding bands.

After it stretches a line of cars with
the guests.
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Many (guests) decorated their cars
with balloons.

We also tied ribbons and balloons to ...
side mirrors and door handles.

Everyone is in a festive mood, ...

loudly honking to inform people around ...

about the joyful event.
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Lesson Twelve

Finally everyone gathered in a banquet hall.

On the table is an abundance of food,
appetizers and spirits.

A very beautiful place with a terrace
was chosen.

Guests can go outside to breathe fresh
airand ...

to admire the view of the pond.

In Russia (they) love to hire professionals ...
to entertain guests - an MC.

He, as a lead of entertaining program, —

proposed that the parents of the bride say
the first toast.

After that there were very many more toasts!
And also we many times exclaimed, «Bitter!»

At that point the groom and the bride have to
kiss one another, ...

in order to change "bitter" to a sweet kiss.

The MC conducted funny games with
the guests,...
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there were songs and dances, we were
wholeheartedly having fun.

| don't remember when | so much ...
ate and danced in my life!

Then there was an enormous cake and
continuation of the fun.

There were many touching moments.

Aunt Dasha is happy that the celebration
turned out great.
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Lesson Thirteen

I'm still recovering ...

after the fun wedding.

To say the truth, it was a very long day.
This summer I'm turning twenty-one!

For a present | asked my parents to fulfill ...
my wish - to take a trip to Kamchatka.
They were a bit surprised, ...

but gladly agreed.

They themselves very much love to travel.
Kamchatka is a peninsula ...

in Far East of Russia.

It is located a little north of Japan.

Kamchatka is a region of unique
nature parks, ...

reserves and also volcanoes.

More than three hundred of them are
counted here, ...

from twenty-eight to thirty-six of those ...
are considered active.

Last year | got fond of photography.

| am into this trip going with a new camera.

Kamchatka is an ideal place for
picture hunting.
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Lesson Fourteen

The flight from Krasnodar to Kamchatka ...
was excruciatingly long.

The difference in time is nine hours.

The morning air was ...

so fresh and crisp, ...

(that) right away we wanted to have a good
bite to eat, ...

and to climb up some peak.

We already knew that the Kamchatka region ...
is rich in attractions ...

and we won't manage to see everything.

At a family meeting it was decided ...

by all means to climb upon the volcanoes, ...
and go river rafting and to see the bears, ...
who in this region are the owners.

They move closer to lakes ...

during the spawning season of salmon.

That's exactly when it's possible at a near
enough distance ...

to study bears and take ...
a few close-up shots.

Opposite to me, my mom is not thrilled about
this idea.
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Lesson Fifteen

Today we are heading out for our
first excursion.

It is a helicopter excursion to the Valley
of Geysers.

It's my first ride (lit. trip) on a helicopter.

It's breathtaking! (lit. "At me (it) captures
the air!")

All this wild beauty of Kamchatka.

We are doing a flight around ...

two active volcanoes, ...

out of which smoke is emerging.

(We) can feel the sharp smell of sulfur.

Soon is the landing, and then an excursion on
foot in the valley.

(My) mom is glad to feel again ground under
her feet.

She felt during the flight out of sorts.
After few hours of ascent and descent, ...

we were rewarded ...
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with a swim in hot springs.

Here in the valley is a big amount of
mineral springs.

They possess high concentrations of ...
biologically active components, ...
and have various healing properties.

To sit in hot water out in the nature is very
relaxing.
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Lesson Sixteen

Kamchatka does not cease to surprise us.
Today we are to taste caviar ...
from five kinds of Pacific Ocean salmon.

We learned that Japanese and
Korean cuisines ...

are very popular among locals of
the peninsula.

The cuisine of the native people, ...

is quite unusual.

Because of the ever-changing weather ...
and geographic location of the region, ...

these native tribes were forced from
ancient times ...

to use the most original ingredients ...

and ways of preparing food.

We didn't manage to try everything, ...

and some things we decided not to try.

For example, blood soup, bear fat ...

or a dish made out of the intestines of a deer.
Of course, the very popular [dish] is fish.

The aroma and appetizing look of yukola, ...
that is cured salmon, won't let you pass by, ...
if you decided to drop by a fish market.

71



> N

w

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Russian 5

Lesson Seventeen

Today is the fourth day of our stay in
Kamchatka.

Yesterday we spent all day on a boat ...
rafting down the river, spent the night in tents.
| woke up and realized, ...

that | have a high temperature.

| have a sore throat and a painful [lit. strong]
headache.

What an inconvenient time to get sick!
(My) mom now is awfully worried.

Probably | caught a cold because (I) got
soaked yesterday.

| am being placed near the fire,

I'm being poured hot fish soup.

Our guide gathered local herbs and ...
steeped tea for me with them.

He also has local honey.

I'm right away falling asleep in the sun ...
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under the forest silence, the buzzing of
the insects, ...

the chirping of the birds, the rumble of
the river.

I'm dreaming sweet dreams, I'm gliding
in the air, ...

flying above Kaliningrad, then Krasnodar.

When | open [lit. opening] my eyes, | see the
sky and the stars.
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Lesson Eighteen

Vacation is coming to an end.
Today we will spend a day in the city, ...

Petropavlovsk - Kamchatsky's the capital of
the area.

This day was set aside for packing up, ...

buying souvenirs and for the rest before
the flight.

For souvenirs (we) will buy a bit of red caviar.

To leave Kamchatka and not take any caviar,
that will be a loss.

(My) dad very much wants to take smoked fish.

But we certainly won't get it all the way
to America.

On the way back we are flying
through Moscow ...

and will stop over at my grandma's to spend
the night.

And | would like to buy for myself for
good memory ...

woodcrafts by local craftsmen.
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(My) mom reminded me that our
(female) neighbor ...

asked to bring her something delicious.
Maybe chocolate candies?
| myself wouldn't turn down chocolate!

(My) grandmother promised me for
(my) birthday ...

to bake my favorite chocolate cake ...

with berries using her secret recipe.
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Lesson Nineteen

We've been in Russia already almost a month.
| thought I'd be missing (my) friends, ...
home and my habits.

But our trip turned out to be so intense ...
that | had no time ...

to ponder or to grow sad.

All this time I'm having conversations
in Russian.

I'm very grateful to my parents ...

for that they patiently have been teaching me
the language.

Having been born in America and located in
the environment, ...

where everyone speaks English ...
and especially in school, it is very difficult ...

to motivate a child to speak a
different language.

But they always talked with me ...

only in Russian.
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Sometimes (they) made me read
Russian books.

Only now, I truly value that.

Without knowledge of the language | would
not be able ...

so simply to communicate with my grandma, ...

and to learn so much about Russia.
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Lesson Twenty

We are finally home and day by day ...

getting used to the hustle and bustle of
New York.

There's simply unbearable stuffiness outside, ...
the air seems so heavy.

My camera is waiting when | finally ...

move pictures to the computer.

They came to three thousand!

This evening I'm planning to get occupied ...

with sorting them out and choosing the best
ones for the album.

It will be very cool to print pictures ...

on which are depicted happy moments.
And also incredible places, ...

which we visited.

I'm sure that my mom ...

will be looking through it when she's sad, ...
and it will be raising her mood.

| hope that my future kids also ...

will have the opportunity to travel to Russia.
Let this album ...

be their inspiration.
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