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Introduction

Russian is written in the Cyrillic alphabet. This
means that you will need to learn to associate Russian
soundswithwhatis probably a new system of symbols.
A complete listing of the Cyrillic alphabet and the
sounds of its letters follows, starting on page You
should use this for reference only, however, as all the
information you need to do the readings is contained
on the audio along with the reading lessons.

There are sixteen reading lessons for Russian 7, all
contained, along with instructions, at the end of the
program. You may choose to do the readings along
with the audio lessons, after every other lesson or so,
or you may want to wait and do them all together, after
completing the rest of the course. Feel free to repeat
the reading lessons as often as needed for practice
with the Cyrillic alphabet and its sounds.

Written Russian appears in the Cyrillic alphabet,
the invention of which is traditionally credited to Saint
Cyril, a ninth-century Russian monk. Today, the Cyrillic
alphabet is also used to represent many of the (mainly
Slavic) languages spoken in Eastern Europe, ranging
from Belorussian to Macedonian. Derived from the
Greek alphabet, Cyrillic is a phonetic system, with
some symbols added or altered to represent sounds
unigue to these languages.

If you are not familiar with the Cyrillic alphabet,
you may first find that it takes some time to associate
the appropriate sounds with each letter and /or group
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of letters. Therefore, we recommend that you take
the Reading Lessons at your own pace, repeating
each until you feel comfortable proceeding with the
next. With a little effort, you will be astonished at how
quickly you are reading Russian.

The Cyrillic alphabet comprises 33 letters, listed in
order, along with a guide to the sounds represented
by each letter. You will note that many Russian letters
(mostly vowels, but also some consonants) have
more than one sound, depending on the amount of
stress given to the letter or its position in the word.
The pronunciations listed in the following "Guide to
Pronunciation” are APPROXIMATE English equivalents
and, as in any language, the sounds will vary slightly in
different letter combinations.

Cyrillic Alphabet

Cyrillic Letter Guide to Pronunciation
(capital / small)
Aa a as in father when stressed; u(h) as
in mumps when unstressed
B6 b as in bet; p at the end of a word
BB v as in vandal; f at the end of a word
g g as in gasoline; k at the end of a

word; sometimes v when in "r-o"
combination
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Cyrillic Letter
(capital / small)

Guide to Pronunciation

an d as in deep; t at the end of a word

Ee ye as in yesterday when in the
beginning of the word; e as in ten in
all other cases

Ee yo as in yoga when in the beginning
of the word; gno as in gnocchi in all
other cases

Kok zh as in the middle of the word trea-
sure

33 Z as in zoo; sometimes s at the end
of a word

217 e as in eagle (when stressed); i as in
big when unstressed

17 y asin yes

Kk k as in Kafka

nn l asin Lenin

MM m as in Moscow

HH n asin next

Oo 0 as in more, but shorter (when
stressed); o as in ostrich (when
unstressed); sometimes u(h) (when
unstressed at the end of a word)

Mn p as in Peter

Pp rolled r

Cc sasin so
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Cyrillic Letter
(capital / small)

Guide to Pronunciation

TT tasintop
Yy 00 as in tool
Ol fasin find
XX aspirated h
L ts combination, as in pits
Yy ch combination, as in cheese
LUl sh as in shoe
Ll longer, softer sh sound
bb hard sign - indicates a slight pause
between syllables
blbl fast euh-ee combination
bb soft sign — makes the preceding
letter "soft" (e.g. p sound in pew.)
3 e(h) as in extra
tOro yu as in youth when in the beginning
of the word ; fast ee-ou combination,
like -eau- in beauty
Aa ya as in yawn when in the beginning

of the word; i as in liability when
unstressed
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Lesson One

MaMa
TaM
MaT
TOM
MOT
aToM
pOoM
poT

WO N> F Db

Mop

—
o

MOTOP

—_—
—_—

NnoTo

—_—
N

paMa

—
e

Jlapa
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Lesson Two
1. opaTtop
2. Teno
3. neto
4. Mope
5. Mepa
6. MeTp
7. MeTpo
8. 1
9. 4aMa
10. M™Mosga
1. ™Mos MaMa
12. ena
13. 4ena.
14. QoM
15. Jlapa
16. peno
17. 4 penan.
18. 4 penan pgeno.
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Lesson Three

TEepeM
ApaMa
A4

BOAA
Bonsa
coBa

BoT coBa.

BoT BOAKA.

WO N>R Db

MUP

—
o

npa

—_—
—_—

Poca

—_—
N

C/inBa

—
o

cupen

—
F

BUOEN

—
i

A Bupen.

—
o

4 Bac Bmnpen.



Russian T

Lesson Four

TpaBa
MeTna
MacTep
BECHa

BUHO

C BUHOM
pecTopaH

B pecTopaHe

WO N>R Db

rona

—
o

B roJ1ie

—_—
—_—

Jenato

—_—
N

4 penato.
61MH

—
e

baneTr

—
F

ouner

—
o

Bunet Ha GanerT.

—
o
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Lesson Five

1. PopguHa
2. noau
3. Bepbnog
4. yTpo
S.  yAap
6. ynetato
7. fynetaro yTpoM.
8. nana
9. apynno
10. noHuMatro
1. 4 noHuMmaro.
12. naket
13. KapTuHa
14. Ha KapTUHe
15. ropog
16. Bropoae
17.  KHwura
18. B KHUre
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Lesson Six

rmTapa
MOS rMTapa

napyc

No-pyCcCcKM

{1 He roBopto ...

{1 He roBOPHO NO-PYCCKMU.
Bbl

Bbl roBopuTe.

WO N> F Db

Bbl roBopuTE NO-PYCCKMU.

—
o

M Bbl NnOHMUMaeTe.

—_—
—_—

cnylwato

—_—
N

A cnywato.

—
e

4 Bac cayLwiato.

—
F

Ho He noHMMato.

10
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Lesson Seven

1. paborTa

2. poporo

3. CJ/IMLLKOM LJOPOro

4. 37O

5. 3710 epa.

6. OTO CAMLWIKOM AOpPOro.

7. asponopT

8. B asponopT

9. Mbl eneM B asponopr.
10. xneb

11. XxoTuTe

12. Bbl xoTHuTe.

13. Bbl xoTHUTe xneba?

14. xneba/xneb

15. Wwokonag,

16. Bbl nrobuTE WIOKONAL,.
17. ™MaTb

18. M™Mat

19. naTb
20. LWecTb

MaTb uau wecTb?

N
—

N
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Lesson Eight

1. MHe HpaBuTCA.
2. MHe HpaBMTCA NUBO.
3. Bbl xO0TUTe BMHA?
L, Xo9y
5. XouJy BMHO.
6. Tbl
7. dJeTblpe
8. TbiCcga4a
9. Jepenaxa
10. 3HaeTe
11. Bbl 3HaeTe.
12. 34ecb
13. 340poBbe
14. $l He 3Halo.
15. 3ybbl
16. 6onbLUOM
17. Bonblwon TeaTp
18. HOBbIM
19. HoBbiX rop
20. C HoBbiM roagom!

12
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Lesson Nine

1. kKoMmuTtert
2. Bbl U3 komuteTa!l
3. HeT, 10 He npaBa.
4. $l He pycCKUM.
5. aMepwukaHel,
6. S aMepukaHel.
7. uanns
8. uepeMoHusa
9. érnka
10. UbINNE€HOK
1. >XKyK
12.  éxwuk
13.  >XunBETe
14. T[pe Bbl XKuBéTe?
15. A >xkmBy B Mockse.
16. TapakaH
17. uapanuvHa
18. MHe HpaBUTCA LMUPK.
19. Hator
20. Tlonaém Ha tor.

13
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Lesson Ten
1. vawa
2. rpylwa
3. 3adqy,
4. cobaka
5. nnoxo
6. nnoxad
7. TMnoxasa cobaka!
8. ¢dnar
9. dnot
10. umdpa
1. pycckum dnar
12. nopves3p
13. cen/cven
14. cbexaTb
15. 4 cvepy.
16. wm
17. wu/wmntb
18. weénk/weénk
19. neuy
20. BbexaTb

14
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Lesson Eleven

1. Tpe VMBaHn?
2. OH He 3pg€ecb.
3. MoxeT 6bITb, OH TaM.
4. OHHe B rocTMHMLUE.
5. TocTuHuMua "MHTYypUucT"
6. Onbra B rocTuHuue.
7. OHa TaM.
8. Bbl 3HaeTe?
9. Tbl 3HaewWwb?
10. HeT, a He 3HatO.
M. ewe
12. 4 ewe He 3Hato.
13. He 3Hato, rge MeaH.
14. Ha TBepckoM ynuue
15. MoxoBas ynumua
16. 3y6os
17. Ckonbko 3y6oB Yy akynbi?
18. CnpocuTte y MBaHa.

15
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Lesson Twelve

MbI YnxaeM.
dabpuka

ExaTb Ha aBTobyce.
Ha anTeke

pa3bes]
noykanymcra

Jlo cBMaaHus.
«BoMHa 1 MMp»

WO N> F Db

A nrobnro newa.

—
o

bopwMc, Tbl He Npas.

—_—
—_—

A pa3gpa’keH.

—_—
N

Mouyemy?

—
e

Xneb6 noaropen.

—
F

rNeTp Benukumim

—
o

Bambapams!

16
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Lesson Thirteen

KanycTa

urpato

OyeHb XxopoLuo.
«ApryMeHTbl U baKTbi»
«KOHbIW HaTypanucT»
Mbl YyMTaeM rasery.
910 Mos raserta.

fl non>KeH ckasaTb «[eopruro».

WO N> F Db

BbIMOW cBOE@ NunLo.

—
o

HaBeauTte nopsaaok.

—_—
—_—

He kypmTe, noxanymcra.
HeT abiMa 6e3 orHs.

—_— )
wes

KacTprons

—
F

Y Bac ecTb cnoBapb?

17
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Lesson Fourteen

KOCMOHaBT
KOpui NrapmH KOCMoOHaBT.
OH nepBbIM KOCMOHaBT.
peka

peka Bonra

9710 Honbluas peka.
YeépHoe Mope

Xouy pbIBY K Y>KUHY.

Al He nto61O €é.

WO N> F Db

—
o

Y Bac eCTb KOMNblOTEP?
doTorpadus

—_—
—_—
N o

NMUPOXKOK

—
o

MUMpPorm

—
F

MOpPO>KeHOoe

—
o1

LwalnblK

—
o

1 oueHb ronogeH!

18
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Lesson Fifteen

KapukaTypa

NOX /b Ha peke

NanopoOTHUK

yebypeku

370 rpysuHckoe 611040.

Kak nponTH B MeTpo?

MouTe NpaMo, a NOTOM Hanpaeo.
ranepes

TpeTbsakoBCKas

[ne TpeTbsaKkoBCKas ranepea?
310 Mou gpyr Nocud.

OH 60/bLLIOKW OPUTUHAI.

19
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Lesson Sixteen

1. A 3abonen.
2. Y MeHa 601uT ronosa.
3. CBMHKa
4, BeTpsAHKa
5. TeMnepatypa
6. >Xentyxa
7. Bpad
8. CcKopad NoMolLLb
9. nekapcTsa
10. 6onbHMUA
1. nydwe
12. MHe y>e nydlie.
13. Cnacubo 6onbLuoe!
14. Mbl C BaMU ...
15.  MbI C BaMU MOXKEM MOY>XXUHaATb BMecTe?
16. BaM HpaBuTCA pecTopaH "Apbat"?
17. Xopouwo. Torga oo Bevepa.
18. o cBupaHus.

20
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