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Introduction

Korean is the official language of both North and
South Korea. It's also spoken widely in neighboring
Yanbian, China. Worldwide, Korean is spoken by
some 78 million people. Korean has several dialects,
of which two are standard: Seoul, spoken in South
Korea, and Pyeongyang, spoken in North Korea. In
addition, there are approximately seven regional
dialects. All dialects, except that spoken on the Jeju
Island, are mutually intelligible. This course teaches
the Seoul dialect of South Korea.

The Korean Alphabet

The Korean script, called Hangul, was invented
in 1443 under the reign of King Sejong. Until then,
Chinese characters were used by the upper classes,
and Idu letters, a kind of Chinese-based Korean
character system, by the populace. The alphabet
system created by King Sejong and his scholars is still
in use today.

The Korean alphabet is phonetic. It consists of
ten vowels, eleven vowel combinations, fourteen
consonants, and five double consonants. As in
English, the letters of the Hangul alphabet represent
individual sounds. Letters that have similar sounds
also have similar shapes, making them easier to learn.

A chart of the Korean alphabet follows. This is given
for your information only — you will not need to refer
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to the chart to do the Reading Lessons, as all the
instruction is contained in the audio.

Vowels
Vowel | Romanization Sound
F a a as in father
F ya ya as in yacht
. eo o as in song
] yeo yo sound between
young and yawn
B o o as in home
aL yo yo as in yoke
- U U as in tune
T yu yu as in you
— eu U as in put
| i i as in ski
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Vowel Combinations

Vowel | Romanization Sound
H ae between the a in
sat and the e in set
H yae ye as in yeah
el e e as in set
9| ye ye as in yes
2} wa wa as in wander
2 wae we as in wet
] oe wa as in wait
- weo wo as in won
- we sounds like way
-] Wi sounds like we
- ui combination of oo in

moon, but shorter,
followed by ee in
bee, but shorter
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Consonants

Consonant | Romanization | Sound

e k between a k and a
hard g

| n n

T t/d between atandad

= r, | between an/and anr

o m m

H p, b betweenapandab

A s, sh s; before an ee

sounds more like sh; t
at end of word

o silent, ng silent at beginning of
syllable; at end of syl-
lable sounds like the

ng in sing
z, X ch,j between ajand ach

= ch’ ch with extra air

3 k' k with extra air

E t' t with extra air; ch
before i

Y2 o} p with extra air

5 h' h as in hat
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Double Consonants

Consonant Romanization |Sound
T kk tense k / g
o tt tenset/ d
i PP tensep /b
A ss sharp s
ZZ jj tensej / ch

The Korean Syllable

The basic unit of written Korean is the syllable. All
Korean words can be viewed as blocks of syllables.
Each syllable block is like a square of a fixed size.
There are two basic syllable blocks: consonant-
vowel, and consonant-vowel-consonant. The way
letters are arranged in a syllable block depends
upon the vowel in the syllable. Vowels can be
seen as being horizonal, vertical, or a combination
of both. Korean syllable blocks follow four basic
rules. Understanding these rules makes it easier to
recognize letters in a syllable, and thereby to read
Korean. The rules are shown on the following pages.
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Consonant - Yowel Syllables

Rule 1: There are nine "vertical vowels" that stand
upright. They are:

FF 4 4 17 B 0 A A

A vertical vowel is written to the right of the
consonant.

consonant vowel

Example: © (n) + F) = 1+(na)

Rule 2: There are five "horizontal vowels." They are:
A aL T T _

Horizontal vowels are written below the consonant.

consonant

vowel

Example: & (h) + 1 (o) = <

Rule 3: There are seven "combination vowels" that
have characteristics of both the horizontal and
vertical vowels. They are:

B e e N
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With these vowels, the initial consonant is written in
the upper left-hand corner of the imaginary block.
The vowel then appears both to the right and below.

consonant

vowel

Example: o (silent) + <} (wa) = 2}

Consonant - Vowel - Consonant Syllables

Rule 4: With three-character syllables, the
arrangement of the initial consonant and vowel is the
same as just shown. The final consonant is simply
placed below, on the bottom.

(a) Vertical vowels:

consonant vowel

final consonant

Example: & (h)+ }(@)+ v (n) =3t
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(b) Horizontal vowels:

consonant

vowel

final
consonant

Example: A (s) + . (0) + L (n) = <= (son)

(c) Combination vowels:

consonant

vowel

final consonant

Example: © (silent) + (ce)+ L (n = < (wen)

Occasionally you will see blocks of four letters;
these follow the same rules as the shorter blocks.
The blocks are read from left to right—first the top
row, then the bottom row.

Example: o (silent) + 1 (eo) + v (p/b) + ~ (s) = ¢l
(eops)
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At first, "decoding" these blocks will take some
practice. Therefore, we recommend that you take
the Reading Lessons at your own pace, repeating
each until you feel comfortable proceeding to
the next. With a little effort, however, you will be
pleasantly surprised at how quickly you are reading
Korean — and at how much fun it can be!
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Lesson One
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Lesson Two
1. 3 11 gt
2. 7} 12. 3h}
3. 7 13. 2}

4. 7 4. 2ot
5. 1}7} 15. 3¢
6. &2 16. 7]k
7. &t 17. 3|t}
8. U 18. %}

10. 20. Zrrh

N
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Lesson Three

1 3}7) 11. A

2. At 12. 3}u}
3. 2 13. g]n)
4. 2} 14. A}

5. 2 15. Abah
6. &2 16.  Aln|
7. 3 17. 2hu)
8. =k 18. A}

9. v} 19. wRA}
10. &} 20. 21y

12
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Lesson Four

L g} 1. 3x g
2. o 12.

3. ukA} 13. &

4. 2 14. =

5. ) 15. sz}
6. 7} 16. &}31
7. A 17. =

8. 3l 18. 37 ]
9. w} 19. Z g
10. A} 20. Bz}

13
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Lesson Five
1 71-}\]- 11 ;‘(]_‘1:_
2. @ 2. 4
3. Abs) 13. 7
4. - 14. o
5. = 15. 2] 7]
6. 3 16. X}
(AN 17. A
8. = 18. A&t
9. = 19. whx
10. = 20. m|=

14



Korean

Lesson Six

L@ 1L A /A
2. T 12. =
3. 13. 3=
4. w = 4. 2322
5 1 15. }
6. 1 &2 16 |
7. A 17. 1}
8 A 18. 77
9. L% 19 Bp3
10. A 20. Z}ik

15
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Lesson Seven
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Lesson Eight

1. o}% 1. 218
2. og 12. 28

3. HZXA 13. A ak

4 AA 14. 7]

5. ATk 15. 73

6. A 16. 143
7. 4 17. 7

8 A 18. 7}

% sHAl 2 19. 2|
10. 7} 20. £ 7)?

17
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Lesson Nine

FEUS 1A
HeE 12. dg
FA L 13. 7] 7)0] &
5d 14. 5

E BN 15. 2
z2Q 16. w}

Al 17. 35

Al R 18. 27

1 19. ool 8
o 20. 7 3]

18
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Lesson Ten
L. of| A 11. o
2. AA? 12. o 7]
3. 7 13. T}y
4 dnpo] 22 14. 27
5. 7}%] 15. W=
6. u 16. oA 82
7. T 17. A2
8. I 18. I
9. w 19. =~
10. 20. )z}

19
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Lesson Eleven

1. e} 11. ¢

2. 712 12. ©

3. 3t 13. ©

4 opw 4. 3
5. A4y 15. A7
6. o] A 73 16. 7]
7. 4] 17. 571
8. 3 18 W&
9. ) 19. A&
10. 3] 2~ 20. T}

20
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Lesson Twelve

11. 9@
12. 31 m}9)
13. iJO
4.y} Q
15 747715
16. QA=
17. o}=

18. wulel g

19. Mol g
20. A}3)

21
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Lesson Thirteen

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

22

Al o1 H
Aol =
sto] 9l o]
HE =99

B}

%

) =y
T o



10.

Korean

Lesson Fourteen
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Lesson Fifteen

1L 9 x 11 L

2. Z3m) 12 9}

3. »IT 13. 3 3]

4. HA|tH 14. /\O]-}q:I:l-
5. WAk 15. o y7zta
6. A=+ 16. X A}

7. ] 17. 2 2}

8. 9] 18. ZrolQ
9 L} 19. 7}s

10. o] 2 20. 7(]%

24
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Lesson Sixteen

1L 9] Q2 11. 1§

2. 4 12. 7)

3. H& 13.

4 %) 14. A

5. AN 15. =

6. o 2 16. of

7. vkg) 17. o]o}7]

8. 2] 7] 18. o] t] | 87
9. 99 19. Zulz
10. 3 & 20 =R Q3

25
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Lesson Eighteen

10. 33 e,

28
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Lesson Nineteen
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1. ), A= ...

12. §= AuzoA] ...
13. A3 wh} Q.

14. 73 Zro] 71 Q.

15. o] A] @A 8.

16. 3| Alof 9ol Q.

17. 7§ 7} &k u}g]

18. B o] oo 22
19. AAA & A 8.

20. Aol Eokols.
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Lesson Twenty

10. 524513 9l Aol 7ko] 2.
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11. o] L ok Hol Q.
12. 3} gk AL
13. AJwl o Al Ao Q.
14 Wof 7} Ao Q.
15. 333313 Ao Q.
16. x| 7}o] ¢lo] 8.

17. w) =+

18. gl Ak Fola 2.
19. n] =

20. 3hro] © 7o) 2.
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