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Introduction

Since Hebrew is written in the Hebrew alphabet, to
read Hebrew you need to associate the sounds with a
different system of symbols than the Latin alphabet. A
complete listing of the Hebrew alphabet can be found
starting on page 4. This is for your information only:
you will not need the list to learn to read Hebrew since
all of the instruction is on the audio.

In Hebrew you read from right to left, the opposite
of English. The first few pages in this booklet are in
English and should be read from left to right; however,
the pages teaching Hebrew, starting with page 4,
should be read from right to left.

Vowels are normally not included in the Hebrew
script. They can be marked by special signs under or
above the letters, but they are usually included only for
beginning readers, in poetry, and in the Old Testament.

As of the second grade in elementary school,
Israelis are able to read without vowels, by guessing
the correct pronunciation from the context. In this
booklet, the vowels are included so you won't have to
worry about guessing. These lessons are printed in the
Hebrew "square type." You will note that there are no
capital letters in Hebrew.
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In Hebrew, the major vowel sounds are: ah, eh,
ee, 0, and oo. Some vowels are represented by more
than one sign. The reason for this is that in ancient
times there were more vowel sounds than there are
today and the various forms of transcription have been
maintained even when there is no sound difference.
And there is also a punctuation vowel, called schva,
which is sometimes silent.

There are twenty-two consonants in the Hebrew
alphabet, written with thirty-one letters. As in
the case of vowels, there are some letters which
in Hebrew sound alike, but which originally were
different sounds. This is especially true in the
case of some guttural sounds which are no longer
pronounced gutturally in Hebrew.
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There are two letters which are silent and serve
as vowel carriers. There are two letters which have a
different sound when a dot is added. There are five
letters which have two forms: one form when written
at the beginning or middle of the word, and another
form when written at the end of the word. Having
different letters for the same sound may cause diffi-
culties in spelling but not in reading.

The aim of this program is to teach you how the
letters of the Hebrew script sound. That is to say, you'll
learn to read aloud mostly words that you don't under-
stand. In the early lessons, you'll be "decoding" letter
combinations that have no actual meaning. From
Lesson Five on, you'll be reading real words.

The recorded portion of the reading materials for
Hebrew 1 will be found at the end of the program. You
can do the readings as it is most convenient for you.
They can be done individually with each lesson or at
a more appropriate time afterwards. Instructions on
how to proceed with the readings are contained in the
audio portion of the course.
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Hebrew Alphabet

Sound Name of Block
Letter Letter
silent alef N
B bet
\% vet ]
G (asin "girl") gimel A
D dalet 9
H (but silent at end
of word) hey i
\4 vav )|
Z zain T
HCH (similar to the "
noise made in clear-
! chet
ing
your throat)
T tet @]
v yud (spoken) ’
yod (written)
K kaf 9
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Sound Name of Block
Letter Letter
HCH (same as chet) chaf 9
chaf sofit
HCH (final chaf) -I
L lamed 77
M mem 73
mem sofit
M (final mem) a
N nun h|
nun sofit
N (final nun) 1
S samech 0
silent ayin v
P pey )
F fey (3}
fey sofit
F (final fey) q
TS (as in "hats") tsadee X
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Sound Name of Block
Letter Letter
TS (sl tsagee) | T
K (same as #12) |I(<g]f ((S\/E/)ﬁtlj(tee?])) %
R reysh n
SH shin 117}
S (same as samech) sin 174
T (same as tet) tav N
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Vowel Chart
Equivalent Major Vowel Hebrew
English Sound Sounds Vowels with
Combined N
with 2
a (asin father) o X X N
e (asin met) o ‘"W N N
ee
(betweefn feet and "9 "W N
lt) . .
o (asin oh) ol X IR N
oo (as in boot) ol N N

9 (asin "eh?"
sometimes silent)

=
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Lesson One
11 9 2 1
7372 10 21 2
2737 .11 T 3
272 .12 17 4
5
T 6
722
77 8
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Lesson Two
17 12 22
23 13 AT 2
27T 14 T
772 15 A 4
Y7227 16 AT s
22 6
27
T3 8
T
"2°2 .10
M2 11
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Lesson Three

T 12 Y
2 a3 2 2
27 .14 T 3
72 s T 4
127 .16 A 5
T2 17 2°7 6
2% a8 277 7
3T o TR s
7T 20 T2 9
T 21 23 .10
AT 22 "2°2 .11

10
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Lesson Four

ATy Wy
W 10 747!
T 1 WY 3
WL 2 W 4

2 a3 TV s
T4 "(Z]';'l_ 6
¥R s v
AT s

)
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Lesson Five

73
wn
'naw
°na
T

12

.10

11

A2



Hebrew T

Lesson Six
T 12 12
"7 a3 N a2
’D.IZI']Q] 14 ™ 3
N7 s W2 4
Ij'(éfﬂ 16 WD s
N .17 ‘IW;Z 6
WIT s nav s
W"Tf"l'l 19 1317’3'.! 8
ol
v .10
N7 .1

13
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Lesson Seven

inlrd7io IR} bl
M7 a3 b lval
27 1a Akl

02 s 'f’m]?t;f

2%

5N

.

14

.10

1
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Lesson Eight

R0 12 5@7@ 1
v .13 ™R 2
7?;72 14 nmn 3
WY DY s QA0 4
D??_Jtéf 16 Dﬁ@f 5
an .17 ah LI
MY s Qn 7
D??_JW"? 19 02 8
MR 20 Q>
D"??.J 10

R’ 11

15
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Lesson Nine

M 12 17 4
D 13 NNl 2
DY .14 D’;I@f 3

n .15 '[‘IW? 4
W1 .16 Nl s
7991 17 791 6
0°1°1N .18 1"on g

1!;72 19 ﬁ?ﬂ’? 8
T3 20 "N o
D’JWZ_I 21 1 .10
QN0 22 ™ a1

16
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Lesson Ten
m a3 /7A
D‘?ﬂ 14 17IZ7 2
739 15 W?JW 3
-D'fm‘? 16 '[?JW 4
n:f?m 17 7 s
WA s W 6
nn? o pl7at
M 20 alr7
7 2 Yo
"‘7!27 22 12 .10
U 2 a R
Y 24 oYY 12

17
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Lesson Eleven

ono .12 0
0l .13 allploJINP:
On .14 120 3

0’02 .15 Q0 .4

Y2 .16 MO s
707 .17 TQ‘I?J 6

onio s W?JW 7
"D .19 W?Q?_D 8

77?ﬁ0 20 5@3 9

VW 10
Wt

18
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Lesson Twelve

T a3 Pkl
TR .14 010 2
Vv s YYa s
vaY .16 o992 4
10 17 alp 7R
N7 s M 6
M 1o il
219 20 °010 s
217 21 alp]e J
Ny 22 "IN .10
D0 23 5ﬂﬂt§7 11
TN 12

19
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Lesson Thirteen

0°19 .12 ng .
D 14 09 3
1D s 190 4
112 .16 5’9 5
00 .17 N9 6
D .18 00 4

7’7!27 19 D"?’E_-) 8
0’2 .20 0190
P52 9038 10
127 22 Q02 .11

20
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Lesson Fourteen

120
M
okl
n’;m;
nava
71730
pleFiok

alakiife

A2

13

.14

15

.16

17

.18

.19

21

allvir
797D
WY
77
™9
20N
Y
7w
niToin
027717

01°a

.10

1
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Lesson Fifteen

ahigh
"3

7
Wj‘IW?Q
077w
ot i
T
107
37
797
70
710
i

A5

.16

17

18

.19

20

21

22

23

24

25

.26

27

22

colg
127
127
e
DT
W
oY
N

p

o7
771
n1a7n
2
o137

.10

A1

A2

13

.14
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Lesson Sixteen

AN 12 5& 1
VR 13 IR 2
D’W;N 14 X3
XY .15 NIR 4
TOX .16 NAN s
OIN .17 TR 6
NOR .18 1B
TR .19 anx s
naR 20 ]‘I'\?} 9
XD 21 NIR .10
D’X‘Z*.:-) 22 N?N 11

23
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Lesson Seventeen

‘7"7} 12 A
Y s 2173 2
0N .14 5}?} 3

WY 15 AT 4

A .10

RPN
24
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Lesson Eighteen

T a3 ovn
T 14 QINg 2
20 s rh
ﬁ’jﬂ 16 N 4
TN?}WU 17 AT s
10717 .is 2T 6
a9 19 QMg 7
15 20 a1 s
a9 2 o) piaf I
2mn 2 07 .10
137 23 10 .11
AoRT 12

25
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Lesson Nineteen

T a3 a7
DT .14 mr o2
[PRRE Mmoo
N e mhyi A
mJﬁT?Q 17 M s
73272 .18 a7 6
T2 .19 QAT 7
XY 20 aly
AT 21 21 o
a2 NXT .10
373 23 RIRRY
mo Q%77 .12

26
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Lesson Twenty

M 12 AT
AT 13 "o 2
70 14 mnn s
o s o0 4
n9m .6 nop s
nnn? a7 P06
’W’Dﬂ 18 nin o
W?Jij 19 W'ﬁj 8
A3 20 =R
'1‘|?3?_':l 21 W'm 10
mg’m 22 72 .

27
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Lesson Twenty-One

VOVE 12 '1‘1:'“9 1
TYD a3 nap .2
U’Dt@f 14 nnav s
navn s 2iML 4
mm;z’ 16 b0 s
oYY a7 o] IS
A0 a8 w7
RV? .10 R s
N0 20 0BLR o
D7"N°0I 21 R 10
WDW@D 11

28
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Lesson Twenty-Two

NI .12 ki I
alypERE 7l B
na07 .14 WO s

M2 .15 000 4
n927 .16 27T s
VDY .17 R o
VOVD .18 A0 7
VBYD? .19 AN s
2050 .20 27 9

20 .21 3‘2 10

niag% .

29
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Lesson Twenty-Three

72 a2 ®
o IRE PA I
P 14 93 s
}'IQD 15 7‘!2? 4
N2 .16 O s
7P 17 2 6
WD s nol>
183 .19 VTR s
N337 20 29
nop 21 ND2 .10
R 22 IRI? 11

30
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Lesson Twenty-Four

jﬂg 12 PnxY
12X a3 PIX 2
X 14 9% 3
NP s 12X 4
DY 16 Y s
NAX .17 YIP 6
V3R .18 X 7
T3P .19 X 38
njx; 20 '73773 9
AX 21 V2 .10
PP 22 X .11
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Lesson Twenty-Five

VYW a2 W
0 a3 WQD 2
1710 .14 ﬂ‘.:)té/ 3
ﬂj’t{f 15 Tl'fté? 4
ARIW 16 MW s
ﬂ"lté? 17 TIW 6

wom as RPN o

wen .19 D?DQ'W 8
P 20 1@7 9

WZDH 21 ﬂ"lté? 10
D’ﬁ_t@f 11

32
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Lesson Twenty-Six

1312792 .12 122 1
a7 a3 72 2
121 14 7920% 3
R BRE 037 4

ng’? 16 s
jﬂ?‘? 17 :I? 6

Andn s T 7
3N .19 127 8
AndR 20 'ﬁ:l:;) 9
1227 21 ﬂ’;ﬁD?Q 10

AOR7R 22 207 .11
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Lesson Twenty-Seven

AW a2 ﬂbij 1
W o3 H?S] 2
VY 14 vy 3
oMy s QXY 4
Wl 16 ay s
217V a7 W 6
WPV s IR
Qv .19 Yy s
03732V 20 [ 3/
7(371:5_-) 21 QXY .10
%37 22 ATRY 11
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Lesson Twenty-Eight

T 14 720
N9 s 70T 2
X 16 ﬂ'@/:‘? 3
a7 1 wa%y 4
0%% s 70 s
XN 1o 101 6
IR 20 N g
PIY 21 plolo B
PIYR 22 920
o 23 920 .10
W1 24 990 a1
7T 25 %R 12
WX 13
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Lesson Twenty-Nine

73
n32
nian
17
270
or3n
ai=hyle
gakk!
nan
islijekl
0°7132
DR

.14

15

.16

17

.18

.19

.20

21

22

23

.24

25

36

n7wnn
RN
algl”
20
w32
2070
w2
K3
gk
NW?:

10
WY
IR7

.10

11

A2

13
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Lesson Thirty

"]j:y 14 ]DW BN
Ay a5 'I? 2
TNV .16 Qo0 3
Y a7 alJaln] y B
NRY .18 mos
Y .19 A0 6
Wi 20 93
.'('THJS_Z 21 l7|? 8
7Y 22 ﬂ;!{/ AW
TAR 23 SJ?;IZ; 10
7Y 24 ’WSJW 11
D‘IU'bz?Q 25 A 12
2°VR a3

37
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