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Introduction

Modern Greek is written using an alphabet
based on and similar to the ancient Greek
alphabet. However, some differences do exist, so
even if you have some familiarity with ancient
Greek letters, you should not assume that their
modern counterparts will have the same name,
pronunciation, or appearance.

Like the Roman alphabet used to represent the
English language, the Greek alphabet is a phonetic
system, in which the letters represent specific
sounds. Some Greek letters resemble letters in the
Roman alphabet, but have quite different sounds.
For example, the Greek letter "H" resembles the
English capital "h,” but in Greek this letter is
pronounced with an "ee" sound.

A complete listing of the Greek alphabet is
included with this course. You may find it useful for
reference or as a guide, but all the necessary infor-
mation for beginning to read in Greek is included
in the audio portion of the Reading Lessons.
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The Reading Lessons

In these Reading Lessons you will learn to
recognize and sound out the letters of the Greek
alphabet, starting with the letter alone, then
combinations of letters or short words, finally
progressing to word combinations and short
phrases, increasingly building in length. The
alphabet is introduced systematically and you will
learn to associate each letter with the sounds of
the language. At first, you won't be reading for
meaning, but rather for sound-symbol correlation.
Eventually, when you master the sound system,
you'll be able to look at words you know and
begin reading for meaning.

The reading items in the lessons have been
selected especially to give you practice in Greek
sounds and sound combinations. After you've
learned the new, different sound system, you'll
begin to recognize new words and find you can
approximate their pronunciation by "“reading” the
letter sounds. You should read aloud, as directed.
The process of saying the words out loud will
reinforce  and enhance your Greek language
acquisition and will help lodge the sounds of the
language in your memory.
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Some of the words and phrases you'll read are
taught in this course, but many are not, and —
especially in the early lessons — a number of them
are simply syllables rather than actual words.
Actual words are used more and more often as the
number of letters introduced increases, and in the
final lessons you will be understanding much of
what you read.

Unlike your daily Pimsleur audio lessons, the
Reading Lessons require you to read and speak
aloud, so please do not attempt to do them if your
eyes are otherwise engaged, for example while
walking or driving.

You may choose to do the readings along with
the lessons, or all together after completing the
course. If you are not already familiar with the
Greek alphabet, you may at first find that it takes
some time to associate the appropriate sounds
with each letter and/or group of letters. Therefore,
we recommend that you take the lessons at your
own pace, repeating each until you feel
comfortable proceeding to the next. With a little
effort, you will be pleasantly surprised at how
quickly you are reading Greek.

3



Modern Greeld

The Greek Alphabet

?reek k lish
etter Gree Englis A
(capital / | Name Ngme Pronunciation
small)
A a alpha alpha |aasin father
BB vita beta |vasinvictory
g asin gowhen
followed by a,
0, oV, w, and
'y gam(m)a | gamma |consonants; y as
in yawn when
followed by (, at, ¢,
n, v, €i, Oi
A d thélta delta [thasinthen
e asin bet; ay
E ¢ épsilon | epsilon |asin pay when
stressed
77 Jita Jeta zbas in Zeus; softer
eforeano
, e asin me, but
H ™ 'ta eta less drawn out
© 6 thita theta |thasin think
I yidta ota fas in me, but
ess drawn out
K K kap(p)a | kappa |kasinking
A AN ldmtha | lambda |l as in leopard
M U mi mu  |masin Medusa
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(|3reek y ish
etter Gree Englis . .
(capital /| Name Name Pronunciation
small)
n asin nest; less
pronounced,
with a very
slight hard "g"
N v ni nu sound, in certain
combinations:
silent
in some
combinations
— . . ks as in rocks;
=& ksi Xi .
X as in fox
O o omicron | omicron |0 as in oh
Mnn pi pi p as in pie
Pp ro rho |rollingr
s asin Sparta;
>o/¢ sigma sigma |[softer, as in ocean,
afterano
Tt taf tau |tasintear
Y u ipsilon | upsilon e asinme, but
less drawn out
D P fi phi |fasin feta
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Greek
letter Greek | English

(capital / | Name Name
small)

Pronunciation

h as in hat when
followed by q,
o, ov, w, and

X X chi chi  |consonants; h
as in Hugh when
followed by ¢, t,
ag n, v, €L ot
) psi psi  |psasinlapse
Q w oméga | omega |oasingo

In addition, certain combinations of Greek letters
often have separate sounds of their own. Some of
these are listed below:

Combination | Pronunciation

un b asin bath

d as in dogma at the beginning of a
word: nd as in fender in the middle

vt of aword. The "n" sound is often
omitted in speech.

14 ds as in fends

¢, 10 ts as in gets
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Combination

Pronunciation

e as in feta; sometimesi as in bite;

al ay as in pay when stressed
€L, OL, Ll e as in me, but less drawn out
ou ouv as in soup
av as in suave;
av sometimes af as in after
£0 ev as in Evelyn;
sometimes ef as in left
o ya, as in yahoo, at the end of a
word
b (when the word beginning with
Eloavfter mv/ "p" follows one of the words for
the that ends in "n.")
v before € ng, with a sound somewhere
or K between "g"and "ks" or "k."
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Lesson One

Ma
Maua
Vot
uia

Ml LA
LETA
una
Hnapna
unota
UMEMNA
Kata
KAKAO
KOMUA
KOMMATL

WX N FE W

R W —
ISEEOENN p=—iie
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Lesson Two

1. una
2. dnap
3. JROunakt
4. PAKOG
5. PEUA
6. UEPA
7. KApo
8. [etpog
9. VveEPO
10.  VOUGQ
1. VOUUEPO
12. oute
13.  MEvte
4. navta
15.  Ntivo
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Lesson Three

1. &E&vog
2. &ava
3. &wog
4. elpat
5. Elpat Eevoc.
6. €&l
7. EE&L
8. Yaptl
9. PEua
10. Elpat papac.
1. Plog
12. BaBolpa
13.  Bouvo
14. PBouPocg
15.  OEKa
16. dada
17.  dolKag
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Lesson Four

1. laPog

2. (w

3. VEPO

4. {WMOG

5. (wa

6. wpa

7. Qpa

8. Bea

9. Oéka
10. B&éAw

1. dev BeAw
12.  Aev BEAw.
13.  Btapa
4. Béatpo
15. BplauPog
16. BpouPog
17.  Bedg
18. Beodpartog
19. BOeTIKOQ
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Lesson Five

1. elpat

2. uala

3. Elpat paia.

4.  Elpal d¢ka.

5. BeAw

6. Othw deka.

7. nanag

8. narua

9. nawda
10. Elpat naudi.

1. nawdt / nada
12.  AAdL
13.  O&Aw AAdL.
4. A€
15.  Aeruda
16.  AAOQ

17.  KAAOG Aaog
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Lesson Six

DAL

eva Gl
evacg dLhog
d\la

KAAOG PLAOG
Elpat kaAog glhoc.
davapt
MEOCOQG
AUECOC
EUMETOQC
YaBparto
caAdata
OAKOG
ooKoAdta
Kpaol

BeAw kpaot.

WX N FE W

_l_\_l_l_l_\_\
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Lesson Seven

1. Xavw
2. Xapa
3. Xalpete.
4. XEAwvA
5. EXW
6. Exw xepL.
7. Exw noMa doMapla.
8. OtA\w ueplka doMNapla.
9. XOPOg
10.  XAAL
1. Xwpa
12.  xoudta
13.  Exw xpovo.
14.  Exw nAto.
15.  xnea
16.  Ynva
7. XPNOLHOG
18.  Elpal Xpnotuog.
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Lesson Eight

1. EMnvag

2. EMnvida

3. Elpat EMnvida.

4. M\aw ENnviKa.

5. EYW

6. yala

7. yuatl

8. ylatlylayla

9. YEAA
10. Twpyog

1. Mavva yeha.
12.  Tavvn yola
13.  ye€Aa / yala
14.  Eyw elpat o Navvng.
15.  Eyw elpatn navva.
16. HTavva

7. yua
18. lela oou MNwpyo.
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Lesson Nine

KouTa

ula kouta

O&Aw ula Kkouta.
KOULAOULPL

O&Aw £va KoUAoUPL.
EVaA KoLt

KoLvia

Kouvount

Kourt

Kouna Kade

O&Aw Hia Kouna Kade.
KOUKOG

KOUKAQ

Elpatl KouKAQ.

WX N FE W

R W —
ISEEOENN p=—iie
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Lesson Ten

1. MNooca doMdapla EXETE;
2. Evyow;
3. Exw...
4. XIAOOEQ
5. MNooa ePpw £xete;
6. OOMNdapla
7. ©&Aw noMa doMdapla.
8. [Exw noMa eBpw.
9. MNooca doMapla BeAete;
10. Aev E€pete;
1.  ZAVaneote.
12. ZE€pw.
13.  yuvalka
14.  T1ov glval n yuvaika oag;
15.  Elvat padl pov.
16. TOU HEVETE;
17. IV AJEPLKT.
18. TUELTE
19. Ti1Ba nielte;
20. Oplote n pnupa...
21. KAl TO Kpaot.
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Lesson Eleven

1. ©anbesla vepo.
2. Alyo vepo
3. Oanw..
4. TiBa nuette;
5. Oad nw pnupa.
6. XPwotaw
7. MNo6oco 0ag XpwoTtaw;
8. XlAleg
9.  AUo xIA\ladeq.
10.  XWAteg / xtAadeg
1. noptokalada
12. OfAw pla noptokalada.
13.  onueEpaA
4. avplo
15.  Katavplo;
16.  AUplo otig ££€L, NapaKkaAw.
17.  INuepa otig dvo.
18. Aev Ba oag dwow ...
19. Tinota.
20. Oa ayopdow KATtt ...
21.  alplo otlg EE€L.
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Lesson Twelve

1. AKOUOTE Tn HOUOLKT.
2. Nat v akoUuE.
3. Avol€re ...
4. Avol€te to BiPBAlo.
5. AwaBdaote to ypauua.
6. ©a Bgélate va date kAT,
7. daw
8. Oa dpaw Katt ...
9. o apya.
10. PBpadu
1. alplo
12.  avplo Bpadu
13. nou
4. Oa ¢aw Katt avplo Bpadu.
15. Oa daue padl ...
16. OTO EOTLATOPLO.
17.  Exelt dppeoka papla;
18. Etlvaiakppa;
19. Tiwpa Ba daue;
20. Oa dape padito Ppadu.
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Lesson Thirteen

1. AwaPaote ...

2.  Awafaote v npwtn A€n.
3. Aev elval SUOKOAN.

4. ZAVAMEOTE.

5. TiLB&Aete va KAvete;

6. Agv exw kabolou eRpw.

7. Meta Ba naw oto unap.

8. [6oo KkAvel pla unvpa;

9. Etvait noAb akpa.
10. Mnopw;

1. Mnopw va ayopaow KATL;
12. MNooo kavel pia uniouvda;
13.  Evtael.
14.  KataAaPBaivow.
15. A&V HNopw va napw.
16.  Agv £xw NoAA Aedta.

17.  Ta npaypata sivat noAb akpBa.
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Lesson Fourteen

Mou elval To HNAvio;

Edw de€1a.

Euxaplotw.

Eevodoyxelo

=¢pete novu sivat to Eevodoxelo;
Elval HaKpLld ano TO KEVTPO;
Agev voutlw.

Kat dev sivat akptBo.

Elvat kovta otn 6dAaocoa.
AUTOKLVNTO

Exete avtokivnto padli oag;
VOLKLAOOUWE

Oxt, 6a volkldooupe.

Oa petvoupue pla efdouada.

WX N FE W

R W —
ISEEOENN p=—iie
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Lesson Fifteen

1. Exete nadid, KUpPLE;
2. Nat, EXOUUE ...
3. Exoupue eva ayopt ...
4. Kal eva kopltol.
5. Tooo xpovwy givat;
6. To kopttol eival dwdeka ...
7. Katto ayopt etvat deka EL.
8. Oa nAape oto YOoUoElo.
9. Twpyou
10. Oa ndaue oto onitt tou Nnwpyou.
11.  ©Oa PAUE OTO OnitL ToU.
12.  Oa £xet EM\nvikO dpaynto.
13.  Oa nioUuE Kal Kpaot.
14.  ©Oa daue Kat caidarta.
15.  KaAn opeén
16.  KaAn diaokedaon.
17.  Euxaplotw, eniong.
18. OgAw va ayopAow ...
19. OgAw va ayopAow nanouvtola.
20. Etvaiakppa;
21.  EXOULV EKNTWOELC;
22. Alyouoto
23.  OxLtwpa, tov Alyouaoto.
24. Oa petvoupe Vo eRfdouadeq.
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Lesson Sixteen

1. YAag apéoel...;

2. Yag apeoeln Balaocoaq;

3. Nai, otav kavet (Eotn.

4. Elval unAe kat (eot).

5. YaC APECELTO KOAVUML;

6.  Nat, pou apEoel napa noAu.

7. Agv &éxw paylw.

8. [lpenetva ayopaow.

9. OfA\w £va pavPo PayLw.
10.  Mou elval ta payadlq;

11.  Edw kovta, he ta nodia eikoot Aenta.
12. Mg o autokivnto nooca Aedta;
13.  Mepinou nevte Aedrad.
14.  Inuepa XafBarto.
15.  Ta payadla sivatl KAslota.
16.  KAelvouv otig TpELC.

17.  Tnv AgutEpa elval AVOLKTA ...
18.  MEXPL

19.  MégxpL TIg okTwLon to Bpadu.
20. Tortg, Ba naw tnv Asutepa.
21. Inuepa Ba dw toug PAoug pou ...
22. KatBa xopehw.
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Lesson Seventeen

Nooa natdld £xete, Kupla;
Exouue tpla nawdia.

Elvat peyaia;

Mou elval twpa;

To Kopltol eival otV APEPLKT ...
KAl Tta ayopla elvat otnyv ABnva.
Ynuepa Ba naue ot Oadlacoa.
Ga nAuE oTo £0TLATOPLO.

Meta Ba naue ota vnola.

@a £pbouv kal ta nadid cag;
BeRata Ba epBouv.

Mou apgosLn ABnva.

WX N FE W

— —
N = O
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