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The Persian Language

Persianis the official language of Iran, Afghanistan,
and Tajikistan. It belongs to the Indo-Iranian group
of languages and is spoken worldwide by approxi-
mately seventy-five million people.

Persian has three major dialects: Farsi (spoken
in Iran and taught in this course), Dari (spoken in
Afghanistan), and Tajik (spoken in Tajikistan). Dari
and Tajik are considered a purer form of Persian -
that is, they show less Arab influence - but all three
dialects are more or less mutually intelligible.

"Persian” was originally called "Parsi"; it was
named after the Parsa, who ruled Iran between
550 and 330 B.C. The name "Farsi" is an Arabic
form, reflecting the fact that Arabic has no letter
"p." Modern Persian, as it is spoken today, evolved
from Classical Persian, which became the lingua
franca of the eastern Islamic nations during the ninth
century. It was spoken from the borders of India to
the Mediterranean, and from Russia to the Persian
Gulf. At the same time, extensive contact with the
Arab world led to a large influx of Arabic vocab-
ulary. During the thirteenth century, the Ottoman
kings continued to spread the language throughout
Asia minor. In fact, prior to British colonization,
Classical Persian was so widely used that it became
the second language in the Indian subcontinent.
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Classical Persian is still preserved today through
the writings of distinguished poets such as Rudaki,
Ferdowsi, and Khayyam.

Classical Persian remained relatively unchanged
until the end of the eighteenth century. From then
on the dialect of Tehran rose in prominence and
eventually became the basis of what is now called
Contemporary Standard Persian. Although it still
contains a large number of Arabic terms, most
borrowings have been nativized, with a much
lower percentage of Arabic words used in collo-
quial language.

Features of Persian Writing

Modern Persian uses a modified version of
the Arabic alphabet, with thirty-two letters as
opposed to twenty-eight in Arabic. Despite their
shared alphabet, however, Persian and Arabic
are entirely different languages. Persian does not
have capital letters, but uses an adapted form of
Western punctuation.
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Written Persian has the following characteristics:

e Itis read fromright to left - except for numbers,
which go from left to right.

 Persian letters are distinguished by one, two,
or three dots, which are placed above or
below the letter - or, in some cases, by the
lack of dots.

 As in English handwriting, most Persian letters
connect to those that follow them. However,
seven letters, called "non-connectors,”
connect only to letters that precede them.

« When letters connect to a preceding letter,
they often modify their shape, undergoing a
reduction when the two are joined together.

« Some letters also modify their shape
according to their position in a word -
depending on whether they appear in initial,
medial, or final position.

o In standard written Persian, the so-called
"short vowels" are usually omitted. They may
be represented by diacritical marks, as they
are in these reading lessons. The three "long
vowels," however - often appearing in translit-
eration as "aa,” "00," and "ee" - are written.
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« The appearance of some letters may vary,
depending on the choice of font.

A complete listing of the Persian diacriticals and
the Persian alphabet follows. The alphabet is listed
as a two-page spread. You should use this chart for
reference only, as all the information you need to do
the readings is contained on the audio.

Nafne n Diacritical Mark Sound
Transliteration
fathe / zebar i /a/asin hat
kasre / zir | /e /asin
- shell

zame / pish f /o /asin
home

mad i /aa/ asin
father or awe
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Four other diacritical marks exist as well, but they
are much less common. They are:

1. tashid () Appears over a consonant,
indicating that it should be doubled, or
pronounced twice. Used primarily with words
of Arabic origin.

2. hamze ( ¢ ): Written over a letter, indicating a
glottal stop.

3. tanvin ( T): Shown here with an alef. Rarely
used; primarily appears over a final alef, in
which case the alef is silent and the preceding
letter adds an "n" sound.

4. sokoon /saken (°): Written above a
consonant, indicating the absence of a vowel.
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Symbol in Final Medial Initial
Transliteration | Un/Connected | Position | Position
aa* I L I
b o\ e — —
P 9l -+ —
t [T W —_ —
s S\ e — —
j T\ —— -~
ch cle - =
h C \ - — —_
kh / x c\= —— -
d A\ oo K- K
7 SV A — 3
r I\ — )
z AR - J
zh I\~ e 5
s ov \ e
sh o \ Gl x Y

* After a consonant, alef sounds like ah or awe. In initial po-
sition, it has the sound of the accompanying diacritical mark.

6
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Name Name in Translation Letter
]l alef I
o be o
< pe <
Il te fud)
) se <
¢ che ¢
(o>) .
C he (jimi) C
¢ khe <
Jls daal 2
Jis zaal 2f
J re It
J ze Jt
3 zhe 37
o sin o
o= shin o
" indicates a non-connector - that is, a letter that does not
connect to the one following it.

7
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Symbol in Final Medial Initial
Transliteration | Un/Connected | Position | Position
S ué \ 04_ PP PP
z o\ o = =]
t b\l S 5
- Lyl i N 5
a &\ & —_— —c
gh/ q &\ & —_— —c
f 9\ — —9
gh /g e\ —l —9
k SIyvel - LY
g L\ K g 4
| JVJ- L
m P \ o — —
n o\o- —_— —
v/ oo 9\ o 9 9
ye / i-ee S\ — —
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Name Name in Translation Letter
ke saad S
sbs zaad oo

== taa b
L zaa b
o eyn/ayn ¢
e geyn/gayn d
8 fe 9
oLs gaaf 3
s kaaf s
<L gaaf £
P laam J
(0 mim e
09 noon o
9lg vav 9,
(s 9a)o he (do cheshm) °
s ve s
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The Reading Lessons

There are eighteen Persian reading lessons
recorded at the end of the program. You may
choose to do the readings along with the lessons,
after every other lesson or so, or all together after
completing the rest of the course. Feel free to
repeat the reading lessons as often as necessary for
practice with the Persian alphabet and the sounds it
represents.

Some of the words and phrases you will read
are taught in this course, but most are not, and -
especially in the early lessons - some may simply
be syllables rather than actual words. Actual words,
and familiar words, are used more and more as the
number of letters introduced increases.

10
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Lesson One

A 11,
5012,
Il 13.

)‘l.vi 14.

)

I
ol

Iala

ab‘
515
I3

1

10.
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Lesson Two
LHlw 1. b L
sl 12, Iafy 2.
Sl 13, Ml 3.
Sl 14, I, 4.
3, 5
Iy 6.
oy, 7
S 8
A, 9.
Lw 10.
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Lesson Three

oL 1. of, L
sl 12, w2,
w13 oL 3.
Sldys 14, ylw | yld 4
N | JLil; 5.
s 16. ; 6.
» 7.

s, 8

w9

7w 10

13
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Lesson Four

—

~—\

-

ool

1. Syl 1.
12. S 2.
13 Lilsl; 3
14 Pt
15 jalm 5.
16 Qlap 6
Gl 7

Sy 8

i \ay 9

Ja\,ls 10,

14
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Lesson Five

shlsh 1 ST
Suly 12 ol 2.
sl 13, oldei 3.
sl 14 o, 4
ol 15. Jlm 5.
oo | o T6. shblds 6.
i5r7. s 7.

551 18. I 8.

A3 9

Lwl; 10,
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Lesson Six

oblasel 11 w1
sl 12, Sblas, 2.

Ll 13, Sl 3.

ol 14, Li 4.
M 15 b 5.

Sil 6. S\ 6.
Ll 7

by 8

il 9.

Ll s 10.
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Lesson Seven

vy

¥l

1. sl
12. Ll 2.
13. s 3.
14, JEIa
15. ST
16. s 6.
17. o 7.
18. Sy 8.
b 9

> 10

17
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Lesson Eight

oo | ol T [EON}
o 12, o 2.
obal 13, s 3.
s 14, N
o 15, s 5.
sobssl  16. 55 \a 6.

oholw 17 owilbw 7.
w18, obd 8.
ol 9
s 10

18
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Lesson Nine

s 1. zn 1
0% 12. ooy 2
Shd 13, e 3.
Lol T4, o L
&l 15, > 5.
G 16, Loisl 6.
b 17 oldul 7.
siul 18, LS 8.

ij 9

oleSw  10.
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Lesson Ten
prea T aipn L
<l 12 J8 2.
Lo 13 S 3.
oblds 14 cdio 4
b 15, sl | Gble 5.
oS 16. cew 6
e 17. olel 7.
sl 18, e 8.
@ 9. S 9.
plo a0 20. sl 10.
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Lesson Eleven

gy . LSopol 1.
EL 12, S 2.
i\ En 13 el 3
il 1 plis L
Sy 15. oS
pls 6. sl 6
sy 17, oy sl 7.
Sy 18 e 8.
ye 19 Gt O
b 20, aid|aii 10
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Lesson Twelve

Jas 1. o 1.
& 12, Sl 2.
Fuw 13, Gl 3.
L 14 Al gIie 4.
ooy 15. oy 5.
e 16, 3l | sl 6.
qu,g;,; 17. 6,37@57 7.
s 18, ool 8.
ps 9

=\ 0.
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Lesson Thirteen
o 1. apbisg 1
LL 12, oo 2.
=\s 13 Ly 3.
o 4. by L.
,_m.: 15. Iy 5.
o 16 s 6.
oL 17 s 7.
pilgigs | palg - s> 18, w9 8.
ooy 9. 399 9.
e g 20, y95 10.

23



EINEREISERY

Lesson Fourteen

olead 1. oples 1.
oI 12, e 2.
Sb¥ 13 ola 3.
J¥3 14, W
5%l 15, x> S
AL 16, R
Jls 17 = 7.
Js 18, g, 8
RO sl 9
prSiae LLs 20. oved  10.
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Lesson Fifteen

rele T Jhwols 1.
o 12 XY 2
e 13 A>3
asy 14, J> &
Junss 5. osdl> 5.
el 16. Gy> 6.

e 7 a7

£ 18 Ll s
ples 19 ol | 9.
fely el 20. > 0.
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Lesson Sixteen

Sls 1. JUPT S
ol 12, casy 2.
ol | ol 13. ke 3.
JUSUE R 8 o>y b
Ly 15 &~ 5.
Lid 16, < 6
Gb 17 oblot 7

—

culs  18. PL@\PL\»\PU 8.
st 19, oS

Jadlslas 20. &l 10.
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Lesson Seventeen

hgsks 1L N

a9 12. Sae 2.

aigyS 13, Ly, 3.

aJX Jia 14, ols 4.

£, 15. jas 5.
Saviif s> 16, sagl 6
falany 7. e 7.
Sadie aix 18 095 8.
SewlnsS 19, Sief 9.
.4_;.9_;,4@;&5;;.2 20. S 10.
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Lesson Eighteen

.’ole 1.
fo,9la> pedls> 2.

Lo (LG 3.

Soai> el oy 4.

Lq_t:\: 6')-.’ ‘q.u.ﬂ ‘HLQ).M 8.

.'a)S_\i.\.La = 9.

Ldlslas  10.
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Lesson Eighteen (with diacritical marks)

. ‘a)L:u

Toyelas ool

— - -

Lo sl @il .assloyan

)
Ladlslas
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