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Introduction

Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), also known as
Literary or Standard Arabic, is the official language
of an estimated 320 million people in the 22 Arab
countries represented in the Arab League. Arabic is
the fourth most-commonly-spoken language in the
world, and it is one of the six official languages of the
United Nations.

MSA is derived from Classical Arabic, which is the
language of the Qur'an (the holy book of Muslims)
and other early Islamic literature. Classical Arabic
and MSA share almost the same grammar and
sentence structure, as well as much vocabulary.
MSA, however, has evolved over time and dropped
some of the more archaic words and phrases and
has added new technical and scholarly vocabulary
as the times have changed.

Modern Standard Arabic is the written language
used for all Arabic books, newspapers, street signs,
magazines, official documents, and business-related
materials. Because all Arab children learn Modern
Standard Arabic in school, and because most
Arabs have exposure to MSA through media, print,
religious practices, and certain work-related or social
situations, most educated Arabic speakers are able
to use MSA as a lingua franca to communicate with
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one another regardless of their nationality or spoken
native dialect.

There are two variations of MSA: the written
and the spoken. Written MSA is largely the same
throughout the Arab world, while the spoken can vary
based on geographical location, usage, context, and
regional dialect. It should be noted that spoken MSA
has more grammatical license than written MSA, as
speakers tend to drop grammatical endings in their
speech. In our course, you will sometimes hear the
endings and sometimes not. This reflects current
usage, which tends to be variable and particular to
the speaker and / or situation. While MSA has no
native speakers of its own, most educated Arabs can
speak, read, and understand MSA.

Because MSA is used for writing and in formal
or specific situations, Arabic speakers use their first
language, or native dialect, in most situations when
conversing informally or casually. Often, depending
on the situation, speakers of the same dialect can be
heard to switch between MSA and their native tongue,
mixing the two languages while speaking. This usage
of two different varieties of the same language, used
in different social contexts, is known as diglossia.
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The Arabic Alphabet

The Arabic alphabet dates back to pre-Islamic
periods and has been adopted as well by neighboring
countries whose language is not Arabic, such as Iran,
Afghanistan, and Pakistan.

The Arabic writing system is easy to learn and
master because the Arabic alphabet has a high
correspondence between sound and symbol. This
means that a letter is pronounced almost the same in
every word position.

The Arabic alphabet contains 28 letters in addition
to the hamza (glottal stop) and two variants of existing
letters (alif and taa’). A number of diacritical marks
complement the alphabet. These are signs written
above or below the letters; they are listed on page 10,
after the alphabet chart.

There are two categories of Arabic letters. The first
category contains "one-way connectors” because
they connect only to the "preceding letters" or letters
to the right. They do not connect to "following
letters" or letters to the left. These are:
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The remaining letters of the alphabet constitute
the letters of the second category. They connect
to both preceding letters (to the right) and
following letters (to the left), hence the term
"two-way connectors."

The alphabet contains three long vowels:

e alif-()) “aa" as in "dad"
« waaw - (9) "oo" as in "boot"
« yaa'- () "e"asin "deed"
The latter two function as consonants as well - "w"
as in "wet" and "y" as in "yes." There are three short

counterparts of these vowels, pronounced about half
as long, represented by diacritical marks:

e fatHa ( - )
e« Damma ( 5 )

e kasra (-)

A tiny circle written above a consonant is called
a sukuun ( o ) and it represents the absence of a
vowel. In addition to these marks, there is a set of
double fatHa, Damma, and kasra. The short vowels
and their doubled version serve two purposes: (1)
accurate pronunciation, and (2) grammatical marking,

4
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indicating cases and definiteness of the noun, and
moods of the verb.

The mark that resembles a tiny "w" is called
shadda ( « ). If this mark is placed over a consonant,
it doubles the consonant sound. For example, if this
mark is placed over the letter "t" in sita, the word is
pronounced /sit-ta/ rather than /sita/. Its effect on
the pronunciation of the consonant is similar to the
"k" in "bookkeeping."

A complete listing of the Arabic alphabet has been
included for your reference, beginning on page 8.
Each letter has four possible different representations,
depending on its position within a word: an
independent form, as well as a beginning, a middle,
and an end form.

« Initial - the first letter of the word starting
from the right;
o Medial - all the letters in the middle; and

e Final - the last letter of the word, on the left.

This listing is to be used only as a guide since all
of the necessary information for beginning to read
in Arabic will be given in the audio portion of the
Reading Lessons.
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The Reading Lessons

Inthese Reading Lessons you will learn to recognize
and sound out the letters of the Arabic alphabet,
starting with the letter alone, then combinations
of letters or short words, then progressing to word
combinations and short phrases, increasingly building
in length. The Arabic alphabet is systematically
introduced and you will learn to associate each letter
with the sounds of the Arabic language. You will not,
at first, be reading for meaning, but rather for sound-
symbol correlation. Eventually, when the sound
system is mastered, you will be able to look at known
vocabulary and read for meaning.

Thereadingitemsinthe lessons have been selected
especially to give you practice in Arabic sounds and
sound combinations. Your vocabulary acquisition will
begin after you've learned the new, different sound
system. You should read aloud, as directed. The
process of saying the words out loud will reinforce
and enhance your Arabic language acquisition and
will help lodge the sounds of the Arabic language in
your memory.

Some of the words and phrases you will read
are taught in this course, but many are not, and —
especially in the early lessons — a number of them
are simply syllables rather than actual words. Actual

6
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words are used more and more often as the number
of letters introduced increases, and in the final lessons
you will be understanding much of what you read.

There are twenty Arabic reading lessons recorded
at the end of the program. You may choose to do the
readings along with the lessons, starting with Lesson
1, or all together after completing the course. If you
are not already familiar with the Arabic alphabet, you
may at first find that it takes some time to associate
the appropriate sounds with each letter and/or group
of letters. Therefore, we recommend that you take
the Reading Lessons at your own pace, repeating
each until you feel comfortable proceeding to the
next. With a little effort, you will be astonished at
how quickly you are reading Arabic.
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<= — =— (Read fromright to left.) — =—

Final . Medial Initial Name Letter

Position Position  Position
L L | alif |
- - - baa’ .
Co L 3 taa’ O
Co 54 3 thaa' &
= - - jiim z
= . - Haa' z
& e = khaa' &
* X 5 daal S
3 3 3 dhaal 3
> > J raa’ J
i i 3 zaay )
e e > siin o
e i i shiin o
oA —a _o Saad w0
A A o Daad o
b b b Taa' b
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<= — =— (Read fromright to left.) — —

Final . Medial Initial Name Letter
Position Position Position
L b b Dhaa' b
& = -~ ayn ¢
& = s ghayn &
s - 3 faa' S
& & 3 qaaf 3
el < kaaf ¢
J €L J laam J
o e - miim o
O — 5 nuun B
4 & S haa' o
P 5 9 waaw 9
- E vaa' g
- - - alif magSuura
& - - taa'marbuuTa 3
& - L = |- i hamza .
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<= — =— (Read fromright to left.) — =—
Diacritical Marks

Name in Sound Letter
Transliteration

sukuun none °

no vowel follows, above the letter

fatHa a -

short vowel, above the letter

s
Damma u
short vowel, above the letter
kasra i
-
short vowel, below the letter
shadda none »

indicates a double consonant, above the letter

10
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Lesson One

ly m |
o a2 l> 2
Sy a3 do 3
Sy 4 151>
Iyl 15 1> 5
1oy 6 do 6
)bb 17 S 7
ly a8 131> .8
sy 9 151 9

Sy .20 131> 10
m
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Lesson Two
Jb Ialy 4
d¢ 12 oy 2
9L a3 d9) 3
9.3‘0 4 9oy 4
59y 5 d9y .5
L9y 16 )9y 6
lygy a7 9 7
)y 18 o908
990 19 ol 9
5L 20 sL 10
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Lesson Three

BRI ly9o 1
b a2 390 2
$ob 13 Shyly .3
$d9) 4 ob 4
g9y 15 9oy 5
9 16 R
LL a7 7
gl 18 CIR:
8190 19 glo 9
l393 20 Cod 10
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Lesson Four

Colb m ggg R
J.s).“: 12 Sy 2
WTVIRERK J 3
CEINENT R
u.us 15 LL 5
g 6 SL o6
CST Y GOgd 7
8190 18 Ly 8
ol a9 sy 9
)f: 20 Cigy 10
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Lesson Five

b m BLXIEN
v\l; 12 Sy 2
all.;: 13 ol 3
)?L} 14 Jy &
> 214 15 Jo 5
O3S 16 RV
g;j 7 v 7
N {S 18 J Bl.i 8
)99 u.“uj 9
db 20 JJs 10
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Lesson Six

gob m I
L;f.’/s 12 $dy 2
g_,«.:./s 13 LY 3
5w Jg.x] A
Gy s Oy 5
olo 6 ols 6
Hb a7 JW 7
NURURE Wy 8
d'gs 19 J.M; 9
Cod .20 g 10

16



Modern Standard Arabie'l

Lesson Seven

ol 8y 4
13 a2 b 2
ely 13 ut; 3

clgd 14 Clo ou

elys s J5 s
6 a6 o6
C;Lfg 17 g] 7
L,L“J,.“: 18 kf«-gj 8
%ai 19 k,j .9
obl 20 o3 10
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Lesson Eight

CSlom Gl g
Sy 12 ol 2
S22 I3 eld 3
TR g 4
. e .S
oI5 COL TS
I . S
Sy 16 833 .6
Gy a7 g 7
L8 a8 oS 8
BISCIRE 9
Jd3 20 sy 10
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Lesson Nine

JOPTRT os,aj 1
12 Sl 2
sl 3 uj 3
).“au\’; 4 JS 4
s _

JESSIN [ J&5 5
uo).; 16 @3); 6
Juy w7 ég).ng 7
dp I8 Jo 8
afl'f 19 JJI o
Hlos 20 2 10

19



Modern Standard Arabie'l

$¥9)

Lesson Ten 5
1 5)3
12 .)943
13 @blj
A2 w.:.l./s
RE P
16 &.SJL“’
17 SI9w
18 k_.«.:u.;
19 s
20 ).;.:u
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Lesson Eleven

j&.&a.: M B C RN
;“\.ag 12 g,é.‘:,T 2
els 13 ;\93 3
)Lo.wj 14 ;\.o; 4
s . .

el s O 5
w16 oY 6
0 b 7
slus 18 Oplo 8
Juo 19 a9
oM 20 0l 0
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Lesson Twelve

g,JSS 1 iy
oldy 12 J.u.:% 2
sy a3 owdy 3
Lo s gml 4
CRERE Ogw 5
JBL? 16 )L‘go .6
gl.?% 7 b 7
S a8 U)VIRF

éa).ol 19 25 9

Bady .20 G&s 10
29
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Lesson Thirteen

gl Slo 1
&b a2 RISVER

. 7 &
BICYRNE £y 3
Juss 14 Jay 4

. — s
89,5 15 dgs 5

Y e
Omias 16 Jgw 6
s 17 Opws .7
clow 8 YLy B 8
o 19 dpdiw 9
Mo 20 dyd8 10
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Lesson Fourteen

ddo,> M o 1
b 2 o 2
Cods 13 yow 3
dods 4 Py ok
elas s 4,50 5
&y 16 ds )5 6
SVETN V. Sy 7
Js 18 Zosw 8
Juos 19 ZM.J 9
yxo .20 w10
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Lesson Fifteen

Suss N
Cuye 12 e 2
& 13 sl 3
Js.szw.; 1 iS4
ngll 15 Sj“gf.; 5
ua“iwi 16 Lo 6

SeEd 17 Ud dselzdl / dselzdl 7

-

QL’c 18 ras 8
> 9 g«_b:; 9
p0 20 &JS 10
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Lesson Sixteen

hle s a
gys 12 sls 2
1 )J; a3 E_?;S 3
&.L‘:; 4 a:ilJ.Z 4
hls s &flp 5
SLJRE LW 6
e J;Jj 7
,E%Lo 18 w 8
o 19 w.é 9

Jy 20 e 0
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Lesson Seventeen

J«.‘{.&J.?‘ 1 J..7|3 N

e WS a2 ol3] 2

ﬂ@i.sﬁb 13 AW 3

s d=yyl aa dzsyl 4

j;_é Lk 15 dwos 5
ji_f: iu:' 16 a.l.iu 6
J,\;;/: Ei.z.g..; 17 dscw 7
f;@ ;L.jl,é 18 ZLgLe/ 8
fié ;52"“'3 19 &.sz.,.“_j 9

9 s .20 8 pis 10
27
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Lesson Eighteen

‘S_Q_C 1
z s
IS 2
CIY- T
.\.';9.3 4
1
col s
09y 6

¢ ~

S S0l &al 0
28
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L SIgw Gl
()9 Cad BT a2
clo 13

s clo
SJlI g:o.tg 15

o~ s
S0 Gl a6

s 17
los> 8

s
50' = o _ _ °/
.‘J..’?' lw uqu 19
R . *
-

Mal 20
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Lesson Nineteen

&2@6 1
s 3
9&.3| 4
B3 s

ngQ

o ol 0
30
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(ogab.; 12
0g4d 13
Loygls 14
OV Gd s
S48 Opal ol Col 6
17
S4de 18
6§)l.5.3 19

°o_ ~°_ s 3 <
BME ST ol el 20
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Lesson Twenty (with diacritics)

)31” CL«JZD 2

~ 0%

Slae diald CST Gl Jl 3
o Ul A3 BT 4
$80us 5o Soeld JI Bl s
°o _ . s 2
Loguls ol s gyl ol wyls 7
e~ o, ~ 8% ©° _
?ugJJ? Q.s| LY .8
- 9 W ® _ s
e 9 TS o0 9 .9

~ o s, -
Sdogb ¢35 die WSS 0
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?QgJJ; ool ol 6

u.ia;;“x.; N7

054 “Lasie Gguls ool s a8

1 Ibn-Khalduun, born 1332 AD in Tunisia, was a Muslim historian.
2 Tynisia

3 lived

4 long time ago

S museum
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Lesson Twenty (without diacritics)

sl plo
.)3.’J| Cl.uo 2

fad deals ool gl J) s

B Jldel3 bl 4

Touumy oo 008 JI DL s
oo W 5T 6

09 ool ls §)T gi J..sjg 7
Po9ls ulse pa 8

SUERE I RIS

J.:gl; C89 Lo w8 Qi.; 10
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Sl (s poa oS
2T B

Sorldy St 0]
S Sy (Sl
e S O 35S
Fo9uds (ol
RCOURIFSRY

sl Casd Hsals ol Sl

35
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