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Introduction

Arabic is written in the Arabic alphabet which
dates back to pre-Islamic periods. Itis used today in
any country where Arabic is spoken. It has also been
adopted by neighboring countries whose language
is not Arabic, such as Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.
Although Arabic dialects differ, they are all written
using the same alphabet.

A complete listing of the Arabic alphabet has been
included for your reference, beginning on page 6.
It is shown in a 2-page spread, reading right to left.
This is to be used only as a guide since all of the
necessary information for beginning to read in Arabic
will be given in the audio portion of the readings. In
the reading lessons for this course, you will practice
recognition and pronunciation of Arabic letters and
combination of letters, as well as their use in different
words and contexts.

The recorded portion of the reading materials
for Egyptian Arabic will be found at the end of the
program. You can do the Readings as it is most
convenient for you. They can be done individually
after every other lesson or so, or done entirely after
completing the full 30 lessons. Full instructions
on how to proceed are recorded along with with
the Readings.
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The Arabic Alphabet

The Arabic writing system is easy to learn and
master because the Arabic alphabet has a high
correspondence between sound and symbol. This
means that a letter is pronounced almost the same
in every word position.

The Arabic alphabet contains 28 letters in addition
to the hamza (glottal stop) and two variants of
existing letters (alif and taa). Anumber of diacritical
marks complement the alphabet. These are signs
written above or below the letters; they are listed
on page 5. Each letter has four different represen-
tations, depending on its position within a word.
Thereis anindependent form, as well as a beginning,
a middle, and an end form.

Arabic is written cursively, reading from right
to left, with the letters connected to one another.
However, some letters connect only to preceding
letters, or from the right side. These are known
as one-way connectors. The other group is called
two-way connectors as they connect to other letters
from both sides.

The alphabet contains three long vowels: alif (aa),
waw (uu), and ya (ii). The latter two function also as
semi-vowels, as in "wet" and "yes." There are three
short counterparts of these vowels represented by
diacritical marks: the fatHa (a), the damma (u), and
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the kasra (i). They are about half as long. A tiny
circle written above a consonant is called sukuun
and represents the absence of a vowel.

The markthatresemblesatiny wis called “shadda.”
It signifies a doubled consonant. For example, this
mark over the letter t in the word for "six" makes the
word pronounced /sit-tah/ rather than /sitah/ if it
were not there.

If you are not familiar with the Arabic alphabet,
you may at first find that it takes some time to
associate the appropriate sounds with each letter
and/or group of letters. Therefore, we recommend
that you take the Reading Lessons at your own
pace, repeating each until you feel comfortable
proceeding to the next. With a little effort,
you will be astonished at how quickly you are
reading Arabic.
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Diacritical Marks

Namein Name Sound Letter
Transliteration

. 2 o
sukuun none

no vowel follows, above the letter

o~ 0~ /
fatHa dag a

short vowel, above the letter

oW . ﬂ
Damma Lo u

short vowel, above the letter

kasra SJ—L:-IS

short vowel, below the letter 7’
e UJ /Q
shadda Sy none w

indicates a double consonant, above the letter




Egyptian Arabjefl

The Arabic Alphabet

<
<

Symbol in Final Medial Initial
Transliteration Position Position Position

aa L L |

b - - -

t S e 3
th & e 3

J = = =
H = - N
kh C_ =~ N
d N S J
dh L kS J

r - - 5

z > > 5

s g — —u
sh g i &
S U —_— —_
D g —_a —_
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Name Name in Letter
Transliteration
&l alif |
;L:, baa' o
0 taa' Rl
L thaa' &,
TRES geem c
cla Haa' C
A khaa' C
Jls daal 3
JI3 dhaal 3
;|) raa’ B)
sl zay 5
O seen g
Qj_‘j:. sheen Lyl
sl Saad U
sla Daad U
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<
<

Symbol in Final Medial Initial
Transliteration Position Position Position
T L 1N L
Dh L L L

‘a &= - <

gh C‘ - <

f s < -9

q G- S -

k el < <

| J- L J

m A - —

n O —_ -

h € 4 A
uu/w s s 9
ee/y - o =

aa - - -

t 4 - -

. L & I
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Name Name in Letter
Transliteration

el Taa' b
el Dhaa' L
RS ‘ayn &
R ghayn 4
L4 faa’ S
s qaaf 9
(N kaaf <
e’z( laam J
o meem ¢
O nuun O
-La haa' s
sl waaw 9
by yaa' S
SM;&!T alif magSoora &
dags yo 5 taa’ marbuuTa 8

8 yod hamza £
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Lesson One

3l

laly

Jly
ald
RIR
Isl3

1313

10.
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Lesson Two

Iy 12,
Sy 13
aly 1k

10

K

IJI‘)

10.

1.
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Lesson Three

ds 12, laly 1.
b 13 Slaly 2
sla s 38y 3
93ly 4

390 5

s 6

3y 7

e 8

oly 9

ok (2) 0.

S

N
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Lesson Four

L 12, BXE 1.

sk 13 oS 2.
Sy 4. 280 3.
S,ls 15 <L a4
9aly s

Ss 6.

wi(x) 7

L8

L“§_~‘|.s 9

s 10.

s ()
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Lesson Five
J::‘J'i 12. g_vj 1.
Jeu (&) s SHly, 2
Jy 14. Suye 3
sals 4
LL s
oboo6
cs (5 7

S99 10.

culd (5) 1

13
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Lesson Six
wlh (L) 2 BYYIEEN
J)L_:. 13. 9 2
¥ o . S
wlb s
Js> s
Ju 6
el ()
YY) s
PO e
&asl 10
Juls .
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Lesson Seven

g“" (5) 12 I
w (o) 3 Syl 2
a4, I3
oy s, }3] 4.
Ou 16 Jg 5.
Lo I3y 6.

Ly 18 J)LjJ 7.
Jlss 19 uly s
«ad 20 obooo
oG 10

oLt
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Lesson Eight

13l 12 Ssls 1.
ely 13 sk 2
clg 3 4 ol s
elys 15, RN
L6 Ay s
R RYR VA O 6.
z ¢
by s s
:
Oy 19. %Jl 8.
- .
Jai 20 <l
;.;Ji 10.
.0
s=lon
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Lesson Nine

By 12 L1 1

Gay 13 ol 2
%JB (B) 14 s 3.
s (&) s Jg o
S.’_«?IJ 16. Jgg 5.
S Js) 6
.s:sJ; 18. g_q () 7

)IJé 19. us 8.

J:J_:q 20. ab (&) o
4, 10

b
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Lesson Ten
J:u.é.:s 12. u;j 1.
e’ 3 13. BYY 2.
JURTI T Y
BURCENN Js o
ué“')_/q 16. Jﬁgi 5.
Sxl 7 B 6
KRR Sdll 7
JJL' 19. LJ:‘-’ 8.
g_él_s 20. Jadl 9
uJI 21. Ul fl 10.
J.\J..‘./a 11.
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Lesson Eleven

g
Bad (—b)
dw’ :Q

-
&

o=

12.

13.

4.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

19

il (—w)

sbes ()

S

.
}E \E | 'E
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\
\ \
o\ o\
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Lesson Twelve

Jf*é—“ 12. sadn .
ala 3. Sy 2
e 14 ady 3,
e 5. 84 4,
sals 16, s 5.
=5 17. e 6.
clesa 18 el 7

oo 190 b () s

f.l_u 20. ‘):u.a./s (_‘.a) 9.

J..‘.al.:s 10.
S ve_R| ; 11.
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Lesson Thirteen

sld 12, ey .
sl 13 Lad 2,
cLa oy 3.
sala 15 Ol b
Jla 6. Qg 5
PEVETI V4 shas 6
oS 18, b7
L& 9. hle 8
i
oS 0

o
S
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Lesson Fourteen

AL 15 alcs 1.
Jans 6. Sl 2.
EPSCOR Y/ Sla 3
CeBA T8, Suds 4.
u.u.n; 19. ps S
Lol 20 Jay e
tbs 2 3! J; 7.
s 22 Jlsl s
dla 23 s, o
e 2 8 9 10
e 25 §ydls M.
s 26 8 J:&s 12
Jg_. 27. Cd.s 13.
b e
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Lesson Fifteen

13. &\M 1.
14, a2
15. w;_‘ 3.
16. JM 4.
17. e“—ﬂ? 5.
18. Lo JS 6.
19. Sy 7.
20. cly, s
21. a\.u.u 9.
22, A~ 10,
23, Saaya .
24, Cly, 12
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Lesson Sixteen

st 12 &la
[ VIR kS ‘:?J.c. 2.
el 14 ks
65].;. 15. Y
PERSIART 5yuA 5.
Gsed . N IEA
g_lLé. 18. doon 7
SA . ypas 8.
w20 AN
A

.slﬁ.} .
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Lesson Seventeen

L 12 s o
Lale 13 sla 2
@L.q 14, C_QJ 3.

&,k s pslas 4
QLB 16. C_flé 5.
Sk Ly e
Lsls 8. 7.
° 2
A 19 8.
Jki 20

10.

. 3
: ik

E‘\ &ﬁ—\ (E‘ E\ '(if‘:
O

1.
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Lesson Eighteen

91l R k3 aalg 1.

slad ] 1 ol 2,

salblea 18, o s,
il 6. iyl s

alala 19 L NPT

Saydie 20. s s
i aaly 21, “@ls o
ey ] 22 B,ke 0.
e s ays 23, J.al_s; 1.
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