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Introduction

Reading can be defined as “the act of decoding
graphic material in order to determine its message.”
To put it another way, reading consists of coming
back to speech through its graphic symbols. In
short, meanings reside in the sounds of the spoken
language. Speaking a language is the necessary
first step to acquiring the ability to read a language
with meaning.

Arabic is written in the Arabic alphabet which
dates back to pre-Islamic periods. It is used today in
any country where Arabic is spoken. It has also been
adopted by neighboring countries whose language
is not Arabic, such as Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.
Although Arabic dialects differ, they are all written
using the same alphabet.

A complete listing of the Arabic alphabet has
been included for your reference, beginning on
page four. It is shown in a 2-page spread, reading
right to left. This is to be used only as a guide since
all of the necessary information for beginning to
read in Arabic will be given in the audio portion of
the readings. In the reading lessons for this course,
you will practice recognition and pronunciation of
Arabic letters and combination of letters, as well as
their use in different words and contexts.

The recorded portion of the reading materials
for Eastern Arabic 1, will be found at the end of



Eastern Arabicdl

the program. You can do the Readings as it is most
convenient for you. They can be done individually
after every other unit or so, or done entirely after
completing the full 30 units. Full instructions on how
to proceed are recorded along with the Readings.

The Arabic Written System

The Arabic writing system is easy to learn and
master because the Arabic alphabet has a high corre-
spondence between sound and symbol. This means
that a letter is pronounced almost the same in every
word position.

The Arabic alphabet contains 28 letters in
addition to the hamza (glottal stop) and two
variants of existing letters (alif and taa). A number
of diacritical marks complement the alphabet. These
are signs written above or below the letters; they
are listed on page 5. Each letter has four different
representations, depending on its position within a
word. There is an independent form, as well as a
beginning, a middle, and an end form.

Arabic is written cursively, reading from right
to left, with the letters connected to one another.
However, some letters connect only to preceding
letters, or from the right side. These are known as
one-way connectors. The other group is called
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two-way connectors as they connect to other letters
from both sides.

The alphabet contains three long vowels: alif (aa),
waw (uu), and ya (ii). The latter two function also as
consonants, as in "wet" and "yes." There are three
short counterparts of these vowels represented by
diacritical marks: the fatHa (a), the damma (u), and
the kasra (i). They are about halfas long. Atiny circle
written above a consonant is called sukuun and
represents the absence of a vowel.

The mark that resembles a tiny w is called
“shadda.” It signifies a doubled consonant. For
example, this mark over the letter t in the word for
"six" makes the word pronounced /sit-tah/ rather
than /sitah/ if it were not there.

If you are not familiar with the Arabic alphabet,
you may at first find that it takes some time to asso-
ciate the appropriate sounds with each letter and/or
group of letters. Therefore, we recommend that you
take the Reading Lessons at your own pace, repeat-
ing each until you feel comfortable proceeding to
the next. With a little effort, you will be astonished
at how quickly you are reading Arabic.
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Alphabet Chart (Read from right to left)

— — — — = =
Symbol in Final Medial Initial
Transliteration Position Position Position

aa L L |
b - -+ ~
t S S 3
th & A 3
J on = =
H g - -
kh Ch = A
d S S J
dh i i 3
r > > 0
2 > > 5
s g — —u
sh g — -
S U —_— —_
D o —_ —_a
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Alphabet Chart (Read from right to left)

— — — T D = =
Name Name in Letter
Transliteration
;Q.JGI alif |
s baa -
5 taa <
W thaa &
P jiim c
cla Haa C
A khaa C
J|J daal J
JI3 dhaal 3
;b raa B)
Sl zay J
B siin B
Oy shiin L
sl Saad U
ala Daad %)
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Alphabet Chart (Read from right to left)

-— - — - — - = = =

Symbol in Final Medial Initial
Transliteration Position Position Position

T L 1N L

Dh L L i

) = - <

gh C‘ - <

f s - i

q . e )

k el < <

| J- L J

m i~ - o

n O - 2

h 4 -4+ )

uu/w 5 5 3

ce/y - . .

aa - - -

t 4 - -

: -5 L i I
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Alphabet Chart (Read from right to left)

Name

el
el
°.
e
°7
e
el
sls
SIS

V«Y
ae
s
cLa
sls
Ly

5 yands ]

TN

S S :

Name in
Transliteration

Taa
Dhaa
gayn
ghayn
faa
qgaaf
kaaf
laam
miim
nuun
haa
waaw
yaa
alif magSuura
taa marbuuTa

hamza
7

Letter

[. o e b b

cC.- C & G

o: ( G G

A
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Diacritical Marks (read from right to left)

Name in Name Sound Letter
Transliteration

sukuun &\35.:.- none °
no vowel follows, above the letter
o~
fatHa 4ang a d
short vowel, above the letter
ww 7 2

Damma Lo U

short vowel, above the letter

o~ ]
kasra 1) ‘).‘.us i P

short vowel, below the letter

“? w
shadda &G none

indicates a double consonant, above the letter
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Lesson One

s 2
sls 3.
Isls 4.

I3 5
Jla .
sy 7
I3ls 8.
sl 9.

13153 10.
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Lesson Two

I, 1

Sla 2

sy, 3

iy, 4

I,ls 5

laly 6

Slaly 7

Iy 8

Sy 9

aly 0.

10
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Lesson Three

Lo laly 1.
9 12, Slaly 2
sl 13 39y 3
sla s 9l 4
49y O
3,9 6.
3y 7
<9 8.
ola o

sL 10

1
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Lesson Four

P 11. 294 1.
sb a2 998 2,
sab 13 PO
Sd9y b ob 4
sy s
SS 6.
L7
L8
uf‘l“’ 9

«—=d 10.

12
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Lesson Five
cull M. g9
J:UE‘ 12. SHly 2
Cn 13, Sy 3.
Syls 1 Sals s
LL s
obooe
Q7
i g
S 9
@5) 10.

13
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Lesson Six
Bl 1 BTN}
w12 9 2
HL 13, <E s
Y o1 sb 4
Jss s
Ju 6
ol 7
s,¥ 8
P9

sasl 0.

14
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Lesson Seven

ol BYVE

S 2 Sasl 2.
o.u 13. |l s
Jass 4, BT
ol s Jg 5.
O 6. Y
L6 J)L} 7.
Ly 18, wly 8.
Jls . obooo
ad 20, oG 10,

15
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Lesson Eight

g_ul . Sels 1.
3] 12, syb 2
ey 13 oy o3

clga 4. KV

el 3 15 4]:9 5.
L 16, O 6,

ul_‘; 17. Ls_szl 7.
Juo 18 u:idl 8.

uzl 9.
u:sgl 10.

16
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Lesson Nine

~ Q;
Y L1 1
By 12 ol oo
Say 13 ela 3
TSI VY Jdls s

.- .2
Oy 15 So% S

“ ok
sy e G4 6.
sSla S 7
L8 8. NI
S5l8 9. a4l 9,
Jals 20 &, 10

17
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Lesson Ten

DR S 11. u.\.’ 1.
ey 12 28 2
JOVS-VERR LS U
BYKCIRTA Jud 4

2 i
BYRTE 1 L& s,

. 0% - -
USys 16, IS
Say 7 Badll 7
A 8. Juoo s

L1 Jall o

L’_éld 20. ué)l 10.

18
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Lesson Eleven

BEV-PTREEN I} Sy
Olgs 12, .sumj 2.
3is T3 g.«éljl 3.
Gedd 14 osly o
JUCYRRRTS BYSVIIN)
Sy 16 SHlw 6
Tty 17. Sogw 7
JUCAREETY ol o8,
Ses 9. u:u.u.s 9.
ali 20, L& 0.

19
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Lesson Twelve

e 11. J:\-«Ia; 1.
J:uaé 12. 5 2
f“‘L‘i' 13. ady 3
e 4 BYCE I
e 15 w5
als 16, WIVVRTRECY
Ay T oeb 7
cleus 18 Oxle s
Juo 19 a9,
‘»;)L;. 20. J_,./al_} 10.

20
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Lesson Thirteen

_j& 1. ady
sléy 2. Lud o
el 13 ousy 3
La s YA
sala 15 Gou 5.
J)l_f; 16. BYTREY
b._,L“‘g 17. w7
KCRNRT) Dl s
e)L;. 19. £ JS 9.
Bady 20 O&s o

21
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Lesson Fourteen

cla sSba 1
s 2, Sades 2,
P{EE LS agh 3

WTEE 7S Joy

ey 5. sls8 s,
Y J|¢ 4
u.tu; 16. | §u 6.
VN 17. 8 yiu 7.

clals 18 e Digd 8.

cbs . 88l 9
s 20 SJ:\BE 10.
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Lesson Fifteen

suya M dla 1
cl, 12 e 2
Euan 13, ol 3
R TREQE TS BTSN
glay s A~ 5.
a6 ?u:US 6.
Ll 7 8y 7.
Jis 8. Coyu 8.
Joos 19, &\.u.u 9.
SaA 20 KEGMEET)

23
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Lesson Sixteen

al_fa_} . J;Las 1.
st 12 sle 2
EML 13 J_isLa 3.
Ly 14 Li
chL:“ 15. Sﬁ.}é 5.
uA_CZ..o 16. Y TES
sses 7 Joed 7.
‘;IL& 18. uac 8.
SA Flé o
Lli 20 b o,

24
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Lesson Seventeen

LE . i o
LL 12 sls 2
Lie 13 cs.s 3,
C_Jas 14. CA las 4.
i J.Ia 15. = s
H L 16 LyS e,
RISV Ly ooz
Lals 18 HA:LL:J 8.
JM 19. u:u.la 9.
LJ_IQ_‘ 20. ,Ja.o 10.

25
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Lesson Eighteen

oaeal M. aalg

¢
0 —

12. Ol 2,

13. OH 3
¢

14. ‘L’_)Jl 4,

15. deueA 5.

16. w6

17. daals 7
w. 8

18. 4l g

19. s 9,

20. 8 yue 0.

10
90 ¥ b3l 34 34 \ g0
$ Iy
\ \ \ \ ° \ e
r% \ L4 . \ $o \ . \ <
\ v Bio A oG ? 3
$
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