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TANANARIVE DUE






ti. mty and~fa th play in the story"_ Hro does behef ina hughe ;

‘ power deﬁne the characters and their actions?

Throughout the novel, characters interact with or mention real and prominent
African American figures from the Jim Crow era, such as Ruby McCollum, Harry
T. Moore, and Zora Neale Hurston. How does the inclusion of real heroes of Black

history contribute to the story for you? Had you heard of these people before?

Robbie and Gloria have powers—Robbie sees haints, Gloria is clairvoyant. These gifts
become incredibly useful tools in helping the siblings survive their situations, but
they also bring with them a great weight. In what circumstances do their abilities

become a burden?

Discuss the ways that gender and racism intersect in this story. Robbie and Gloria
are both poor Black children, but are they viewed and oppressed differently? What

about the experience of white women characters and Black women characters?




- ENHANCE YOUR BOOK CLUB
Though The Reformatory takes place in the Jim Crow—era South, does it address any
issues in contemporary society? Can you think of any recent court cases similar in

which the punishment doesn’t fit the crime or the judicial system failed to properly

assess the defendant’s guilt or innocence?

The author’s note provides suggestions for supplemental reading that add more
context to the themes of juvenile incarceration and the matriculation of Jim Crow-
era sentiments in today’s systems. Read Burning Down the House: The End of Juvenile
Prison by Nell Bernstein or The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander and discuss the
parallels you find between either book and The Reformatory.

One of the few reprieves Robbie has from the horrors of the Reformatory is his time

in music class. How was learning to play the trumpet a cathartic experience for him?
Discuss the power of music in general as a tool for healing and share a song or piece

of music that personally affects you in this way.




