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RESOURCE PACK FOR KS2 TEACHERS / AGES 7+
Activities: SUPERHEROES  SUPER POWERS  SUPER SCENARIOS  SUPER FUNNY
COMIC STRIPS!
Subject Checklist:  Reading Comprehension & Inference  Creative Writing  Drama
 Art, Design & Technology  PSHE
The activities included here are suitable for home learning or in the classroom.

ABOUT THE SERIES
Being a superhero is the best thing ever, right? WRONG!
HELLO! My name is Pizazz and I’m a superhero…
You probably think that’s really AWESOME and while it can be, it’s also
REEEEEEEAAALLLLY annoying.
Don’t believe me? Well, I have to wear the same outfit ALL THE TIME?! I’m always
dashing off to save the world right in the middle of fun stuff. Plus I have to be the good
guy even when I might not want to be. And sometimes I just want to be, well, normal.
You see, it’s not easy being SUPER …
PS. DON’T even ask me about my super “POWER”…
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INTRODUCING THE SERIES

In
•
•
•
•
•

pairs, look at the covers of Pizazz books 1 & 2:
What are the key words on the covers? What do they make you think about?
What design techniques can you see on the covers?
What can you tell about the stories from the titles and design of the covers?
How do you think Book 2 will be different to Book 1?
Who do you think the main character might be? What might she be like?

Activity Suggestion 1:
In groups, create a film trailer for the series, taking into consideration the possible
setting, heroes, villains and themes.
Activity Suggestion 2:
Create a new title and cover for the next book in the Pizazz series. Make it as catchy
(and eye-catching) as possible!
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1. IT’S NOT EASY BEING SUPER
Q. What makes someone a superhero? Why do you think it might be hard to be
“super”?

SNEAK PEEK FROM THE STORY!

. . . And my ridiculous name (which in case
you hadn’t already guessed I HATE )
is written right across the back of my
cape

in

HUGE

shiny

letters.

SUPER.
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1. How does Pizazz feel about her name? How can you tell?
2. Why do you think the author, Sophy Henn, uses capital letters sometimes?
3. What can you tell about Pizazz’s personality?
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Activity Suggestion 1:
In this chapter, Pizazz tells us why she likes being “super” and also why she doesn’t!
Can you sort each thing into the correct category below? Which would be your
favourite thing? Which would be your least favourite? Rank them from 1-11!
FLYING
HAVING A WHOLE FAMILY OF SUPERHEROES WHO ARE WATCHING OUT FOR YOU
YOU GET SUPER POWERS
SCHOOL
YOU HAVE TO WEAR THE SAME OUTFIT THE WHOLE TIME
YOU ARE ALWAYS DISAPPEARING OFF TO SAVE ALL OF MANKIND
IT MAKES IT HARD TO HAVE FRIENDS
YOU ALWAYS HAVE TO BE THE GOODIE
THE WHOLE OF EARTH’S EXISTENCE DEPENDS ON YOU
YOU SPEND A LOT OF YOUR TIME WISHING YOU WERE NORMAL
YOU SUPER POWER IS SUPER EMBARRASSING

THINGS THAT ARE SUPER

THINGS THAT ARE NOT SO SUPER
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Activity Suggestion 2:
Now it’s your turn to decide what makes you SUPER.
Create your superhero cape below with your SUPERHERO NAME written on it!

DESIGN YOUR OWN SUPERHERO CAPE
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2. SUPER POWERS!
Q. What superheroes can you think of in books or films? What super powers do they
have?

SNEAK PEEK FROM THE STORY!

3 YOU GET SUPER POWERS . . .
OR

This is normally a great thing, especially
if your power is like
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. . . that can see through people
and even buildings. But if you
are me and have the worst

H

SU

OR

most awful

embarrassing

super power in the universe
then it definitely belongs on the
next list . . .
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1. Which is your favourite SUPER POWER listed here? Why?
2. Why do you think Pizazz says having super powers is “normally a great thing…”?
3. How does Pizazz feel about her own super power? What do you think it might be?
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Activity Suggestion 1:
Imagine that you have been given the chance to interview Pizazz on television. Carry out
one interview with Pizazz where she’s happy to be “super” and one where she’s not.
How can you show the two different sides to Pizazz and how she feels about being
“super”?
Activity Suggestion 2:
Make a list of the worst super powers you can think of. In groups, choose and present
your favourite “worst” super power to the rest of the class. Who has the BEST (WORST)
SUPER POWER?
Then, create your own SUPERHERO ID card – remember to include your SUPER POWER
(good or bad). What would you use your super power to do? How would you SAVE
THE WORLD, just like Pizazz and the Eco Council? Use you SUPER ID cards to make a
classroom display!

SUPERHERO ID CARD
SUPERHERO NAME

SUPER POWER

OFFICIAL PICTURE
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3. SUPER SCENARIOS!
Q. Why do you think superheroes normally have an enemy? Who are your favourite
fictional villains?

SNEAK PEEK FROM THE STORY!
Serena’s dad,
Anyway, ever since I stopped
next to
park
Mr Piffle, from bulldozing the
r
s/glitte storm
school by using my jazz hand
embarrassing),
super-power move (SOOOOOO
EVER.
she has had it in for me more than
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TALKING
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1. What is Pizazz’s “super-power move”? What did she use it to do?
2. Who “has it in for” Pizazz? Why?
3. What is happening to Pizazz in the pictures? How does it make her feel? How does it
make you feel?
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Activity Suggestion 1:
Create a comic style storyboard like the one on pages 26–27 to show the three stages of
a scenario that happened to you in school today. For example, you might want to show
one of your LESSONS, BREAK TIME OR LUNCH TIME – or something more specific. How
can you sum it up in three pictures to show what is happening? Remember to give your
mini comic-strip scenario a title!

You might want to create more than one mini comic-strip to show something else that
happened today.
Activity Suggestion 2:
Act out your mini-scenarios in the classroom. How can you add dialogue and body
language to recreate what happened?

10

4. SUPER FUNNY COMIC STRIPS!
Q. What is a comic strip? Why are they fun to read?

SNEAK PEEK FROM THE STORY!
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The supers arrive . . . with
Mum’s last minute shopping . . .
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Our heroes are on their
way, but what’s the plan?

SUPERMARKET
ALL THE
SNACKS
HERE!!!

wait a
Ohhhhh,
...
minute

YUM!

YUM!
munch

groan

How come mum ALWAYS has her
reusable bags on her?
Where does she keep them?

YUM!

YUM!

munch

groan

bargain
snacks

BUT the bags aRE packed
full of unhealthy snacks
. . . which our team start
to throw into The
Guzzler’s GINORMOUS
mouth!

MORE SNACKS? Surely not
. . . this isn’t like Mum . . .
And then the Guzzler
suddenly lost his
appetite after filling
up on too many
snacks and the town
was safe for another
day.
Thanks, Pizazz
and Red! I just did to
The Guzzler what you
guys do ALL
the time!

1. How is the style of this spread different to the style of other pages in the book?
2. Why do you think the author, Sophy Henn, chooses to include sections like this?
3. Look at the extract for reference. What are the different features of a comic strip?
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Activity Suggestion 1:
How does the author use different elements of the comic-strip genre to make the book
FUNNY? Match some of the following TECHNIQUES to a word, phrase, sentence or
illustration in the extract:

REPETITION

EXTREME EMOTIONS

SILLY WORDS

FUNNY DIALOGUE

EXAGGERATION

ONOMATOPOEIA

Using some of these techniques, try to write your own funny short paragraph about an
encounter between two characters. Use one of the following scenarios to get started or
think of your own:
• A funny argument with a friend or sibling
• A rescue mission that has gone wrong
• A first meeting with your Evil Twin!
THEN, share your writing with someone in your group. Can they match the techniques to
phrases or sentences in your work?
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Activity Suggestion 2:
In groups, choose one of the best, funniest ideas or pieces of writing to turn into an
8-panel comic strip!
Discuss how your comic story could develop from beginning, middle to end. Each member
of the group should be responsible for at least one panel – or you can complete the
activity individually! You should draw in each panel and include speech bubbles. When
you have completed your comic strip, present it back to the class. How many writing
techniques did you use to make it funny?
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