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FACT SHEET: Spreading the Joy of Reading to More Children and Young Adults 

  
Every child deserves the chance to learn and thrive in an environment that is enriched 
by the latest technology. Two years ago President Obama announced ConnectED, a 
signature initiative focused on transforming teaching and learning through digital 
connectivity and content.  Today, building on the progress made to date, at the 
Anacostia Library in Washington, D.C., the President will announce two new efforts to 
strengthen learning opportunities by improving access to digital content and to public 
libraries: new eBooks commitments and the ConnectED Library Challenge. 
  
The first is commitments from publishers to find ways to make sure their content is 
available to low-income youth in America.  Major publishers are announcing they 
will make over $250 million in free eBooks available to low-income 
students.  Nonprofits and libraries are partnering with each other to create an app that 
can deliver this content and materials from the public domain.  Complementing that 

effort, the ConnectED Library Challenge is a commitment by more than 30 
communities to put a library card into every student’s hand so they will have access 
to the learning resources and books they can read for pleasure, all available in 
America’s libraries.  
  
These initiatives represent another way the ConnectED effort is making a real difference 
for students. Combined with the $2 billion in private-sector commitments, and Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) funding for school and library connectivity that 
includes $2 billion specifically for Wi-Fi, and $1.5 billion more in annual funding — 
today’s announcement brings the total value delivered as part of this five-year 

transformation in American education to over $10 billion. And as a result of these 
commitments, we are on track to meet the President’s goal of connecting 99 percent of 
students to high-speed broadband in their classrooms and libraries. 
  

----------------- 
  

As part of today’s effort, the New York Public Library is developing an e-reader app 
that will provide access to a universe of digital books, including contributions from 
publishers and hundreds of classics already in the public domain, to create a book 
collection for students aged 4-18 from low-income families.  The New York Public 
Library will work with a network of top librarians will be volunteering their time 
through the Digital Public Library of America to connect young readers with books that 
match their reading levels and interests.  New York Public Library will work with 



Firstbook, a book-donation non-profit, to help make sure eBooks reach students in low-
income families.  
  
Major publishers are committing to make available thousands of popular and award-
winning titles to students over a three-year period.  These contributions will create a 
new book collection for students aged 4-18 from low-income families. Students from all 
demographics will be able to access the public domain titles, whose cover art and 
typography will be freshly designed by world-class designers and artists. 
  
The new commitments the President will announce today will help ensure the 
smartphone or tablet that is increasingly a part of students’ lives is also a teaching tool 
outside the classroom that encourages kids to become lifelong readers. 
  
Hundreds of Millions of Dollars in New Private-Sector Commitments: Today, the 
President will highlight some of the major publishers and their authors that have 
pledged to donate titles to low-income students: 
  

·         Macmillan: Providing unlimited access to all of the K-12 age-appropriate titles 
in their title catalog of approximately 2,500 books.  

·         Simon & Schuster: Providing access to their entire e-catalog of books for 
children ages 4-14, comprised of 3,000 titles. 

·         Penguin Random House: Committing to provide an extensive offering of their 
popular and award-winning books.    

·         Hachette: Offering participating students access to a robust catalogue of their 
popular and award-winning titles. 

·         Candlewick: Providing unlimited access to all relevant children’s and young-
adult e-book titles in their catalog. 

·         Bloomsbury: Providing unlimited access to over 1,000 of its most popular 
titles.  

·         Lee & Low: The leading independent publisher of multicultural books is 
providing unlimited access to over 700 of its titles.  

·         Cricket Media: Offering full digital access to all of its market-leading 
magazines for children and young adults, including Ladybug and Cricket.  

·         HarperCollins: Providing a robust selection of their award-winning and 
popular titles. 

  
Commitments from Government, Non-profit, and Philanthropic Institutions: Today, 
the President will highlight commitments supporting expanded access to free books: 
  

·        The Institute of Museum and Library Services: Investing $5 million to support 
the development of the e-reader app and tools and services to help the public  more 
easily access e-books and other digital content.   



·         The Digital Public Library of America: Their network of librarians will 
volunteer with the New York Public Library to help make sure popular books 
reach the most appropriate audience. DPLA, in conjunction with Recovering the 
Classics are also add age-appropriate public domain titles whose text and cover 
art has been redesigned by leading graphic designers and artists. 

·         New York Public Library: New York Public Library is developing a cutting-
edge e-reader app and working with industry and tech leaders to improve the 
experience for students.  

·         FirstBook: a book donation non-profit organization has committed to work 
with New York Public Library and interested publishes to provide authentication 
and delivery services to ensure that e-books will reach students in low-income 
families. 

  
--------------------------- 

  

President Obama recognizes the critical role that libraries play as trusted community 
anchors that support learning and connectivity at all times and many different paces. In 
fact, more than 70 percent of libraries report that they are the only providers of free 
public internet access in their community. Like many modern challenges, improving 
education for all children requires key leaders to collaborate in new and powerful ways. 
Libraries are uniquely positioned to continue to build programs and partnerships that 
bridge the divide between schools and homes and provide educational services to every 
person in the community.  

  
Announcing the ConnectED Library Challenge: Today, the President will call upon 
library directors to work with their mayors, school leaders, and school librarians, to 
create or strengthen partnerships so that every child enrolled in school can receive a 
library card. These libraries also commit to support student learning through 
programming that develops their language, reading, and critical thinking; provide 
digital resources, such as eBooks and online collections of traditional media; and 
provide broadband connectivity and wireless access within library facilities. Over 30 
major cities and counties have announced they are taking the challenge and will work 
to provide cards to all students.  
  
Communities adopting the ConnectED Library Challenge include: Baltimore, Boston, 
Charlotte, Chicago, Cleveland, Clinton Macomb, Columbus, Cuyahoga, D.C., Denver, 
Hartford, Hennepin County, Howard County, Indianapolis, Madison, Milwaukee, New 
Haven, Oakland, Pierce County, Pima, Pocatello, Pueblo City, Ramsey County, 
Columbia, Rochester Hills, Rochester, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, Seattle, Skokie, and 
St. Louis.  
  



Commitments in support of the ConnnectED Library Challenge: To support the 
implementation of the ConnectED Library Challenge, the Administration announced 
new commitments to action: 
  

·         The Institute of Museum and Library Services: Host a national convening this 
summer to identify and share best practices in reaching universal library card 
use among public school students. 

·         Urban Libraries Council: Lead an initiative that provides a forum for 
community, library and school leaders to work together to meet city and county 
education goals by leveraging resources and measuring outcomes.  

·         American Library Association:  Drive adoption of the ConnectED Library 
Challenge through their 55,000 members and align the challenge with existing 
support and technical assistance provided through their Every Child Ready to 
Read initiative. 

  
### 

  

I credit my education to Ms. Mabel Hefty just as much as I would any institution of higher learning. 

When I entered Ms. Hefty's fifth-grade class at Punahou School in the fall of 1971, I was just a kid with a 

funny name in a new school, feeling a little out of place, hoping to fit in like anyone else. 

The first time she called on me, I wished she hadn't. In fact, I wished I were just about anywhere else but 

at that desk, in that room of children staring at me. 

But over the course of that year, Ms. Hefty taught me that I had something to say -- not in spite of my 

differences, but because of them. She made every single student in that class feel special. 

And she reinforced that essential value of empathy that my mother and my grandparents had taught me. 

That is something that I carry with me every day as President. 

This is the simple and undeniable power of a good teacher. This is a story that every single kid in this 

country, regardless of background or station in life, should be able to tell. Sharing stories like these helps 

underline the vital importance of fighting for that reality. 

This week, we're starting that conversation, and I want you to add your voice to it. 

Today, I'll honor Shanna Peeples as the 2015 National Teacher of the Year -- and I'd like you to share 

which teacher, like Ms. Hefty, helped shape your education. You can do that here, or by using the 

hashtag #ThankATeacher online. 

Tomorrow, I'll travel to a local library that serves as a hub of learning in the Anacostia community of 

Washington, D.C. America's librarians, like our teachers, connect us to books and learning resources that 

http://click.mail.whitehouse.gov/?qs=8054b4dd6500345d731a0b319bf9897f052376c17e24e4cd2c5f3928ab9fab400256723c154c94a1
http://click.mail.whitehouse.gov/?qs=8054b4dd6500345d10afe2c50dcef8a399e3acb01fcb9717316a0cddad3f3c1558630d8cbc02011b


help us dream big. They help ensure that we continue learning throughout our lifetime. And that's 

something that more kids ought to be able to access. 

So while I'm at the library, I'll announce new efforts to provide popular books to millions of underprivileged 

children and young adults around the country and connect more students to their local libraries -- 

because we know that reading just 20 minutes a day can make a tremendous difference in a student's 

success. Online, I want you to join the conversation by sharing which book was critical to making you who 

you are today using the hashtag #BooksForAll. (We all have one.) 

And on Friday, as I work on the commencement address I'll deliver at South Dakota's Lake Area 

Technical Institute next Friday, I want you to share with me how far community college has taken you. For 

a number of folks on our staff here, it’s taken them all the way to the White House. 

This week, we're focusing on those fundamental people, places, and stories that made us who we are 

today. So whether it's a teacher who inspired you, a book that changed you, or a college that shaped you 

-- I want to hear from you. We'll be responding to and sharing your responses all week long. 

I'm looking forward to hearing your stories. 

President Barack Obama 

 


